
YEAR 1, LENT 3, WEDNESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
My grief  is beyond healing, my heart is sick within me.
Hark, the cry of  the daughter of  my people from the 
length and breadth of  the land: “Is the LORD not in 
Zion? Is her King not in her?” “Why have they 
provoked me to anger with their graven images, and 
with their foreign idols?” “The harvest is past, the 
summer is ended, and we are not saved.” For the 
wound of  the daughter of  my people is my heart 
wounded, I mourn, and dismay has taken hold on me. 
Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician 
there? Why then has the health of  the daughter of  my 
people not been restored? O that my head were 
waters, and my eyes a fountain of  tears, that I might 
weep day and night for the slain of  the daughter of  
my people! O that I had in the desert a wayfarers’ 
lodging place, that I might leave my people and go 
away from them! For they are all adulterers, a company
of  treacherous men. They bend their tongue like a 
bow; falsehood and not truth has grown strong in the 
land; for they proceed from evil to evil, and they do 
not know me, says the LORD. Let every one beware of
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his neighbor, and put no trust in any brother; for every
brother is a supplanter, and every neighbor goes about
as a slanderer. Every one deceives his neighbor, and no
one speaks the truth; they have taught their tongue to 
speak lies; they commit iniquity and are too weary to 
repent. Heaping oppression upon oppression, and 
deceit upon deceit, they refuse to know me, says the 
LORD.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have 
obtained access to this grace in which we stand, and 
we rejoice in our hope of  sharing the glory of  God. 
More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, and 
hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
which has been given to us. While we were still weak, 
at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Why, one 
will hardly die for a righteous man—though perhaps 
for a good man one will dare even to die. But God 
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shows his love for us in that while we were yet sinners 
Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we are now 
justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by
him from the wrath of  God. For if  while we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of  
his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall 
we be saved by his life. Not only so, but we also rejoice
in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom 
we have now received our reconciliation.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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