
YEAR 1, LENT 3, WEDNESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
When the report was heard in Pharaoh’s house, 
“Joseph’s brothers have come,” it pleased Pharaoh and
his servants well. And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to 
your brothers, ‘Do this: load your beasts and go back 
to the land of  Canaan; and take your father and your 
households, and come to me, and I will give you the 
best of  the land of  Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of  
the land.’ Command them also, ‘Do this: take wagons 
from the land of  Egypt for your little ones and for 
your wives, and bring your father, and come. Give no 
thought to your goods, for the best of  all the land of  
Egypt is yours.’” The sons of  Israel did so; and Joseph
gave them wagons, according to the command of  
Pharaoh, and gave them provisions for the journey. To
each and all of  them he gave festal garments; but to 
Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels of  silver and 
five festal garments. To his father he sent as follows: 
ten asses loaded with the good things of  Egypt, and 
ten she-asses loaded with grain, bread, and provision 
for his father on the journey. Then he sent his 
brothers away, and as they departed, he said to them, 
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“Do not quarrel on the way.” So they went up out of  
Egypt, and came to the land of  Canaan to their father 
Jacob. And they told him, “Joseph is still alive, and he 
is ruler over all the land of  Egypt.” And his heart 
fainted, for he did not believe them. But when they 
told him all the words of  Joseph, which he had said to 
them, and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had 
sent to carry him, the spirit of  their father Jacob 
revived; and Israel said, “It is enough; Joseph my son 
is still alive; I will go and see him before I die.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Again Jesus spoke to the scribes and Pharisees, saying, 
“I am the light of  the world; he who follows me will 
not walk in darkness, but will have the light of  life.” 
The Pharisees then said to him, “You are bearing 
witness to yourself; your testimony is not true.” Jesus 
answered, “Even if  I do bear witness to myself, my 
testimony is true, for I know whence I have come and 
whither I am going, but you do not know whence I 
come or whither I am going. You judge according to 
the flesh, I judge no one. Yet even if  I do judge, my 
judgment is true, for it is not I alone that judge, but I 
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and he who sent me. In your law it is written that the 
testimony of  two men is true; I bear witness to myself,
and the Father who sent me bears witness to me.” 
They said to him therefore, “Where is your Father?” 
Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father;
if  you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 
These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in 
the temple; but no one arrested him, because his hour 
had not yet come.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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