
YEAR 1, LENT 3, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, “My father and my 
brothers, with their flocks and herds and all that they 
possess, have come from the land of  Canaan; they are 
now in the land of  Goshen.” And from among his 
brothers he took five men and presented them to 
Pharaoh. Pharaoh said to his brothers, “What is your 
occupation?” And they said to Pharaoh, “Your 
servants are shepherds, as our fathers were.” They said
to Pharaoh, “We have come to sojourn in the land; for
there is no pasture for your servants’ flocks, for the 
famine is severe in the land of  Canaan; and now, we 
pray you, let your servants dwell in the land of  
Goshen.” Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father 
and your brothers have come to you. The land of  
Egypt is before you; settle your father and your 
brothers in the best of  the land; let them dwell in the 
land of  Goshen; and if  you know any able men 
among them, put them in charge of  my cattle.” Then 
Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him before 
Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And Pharaoh 
said to Jacob, “How many are the days of  the years of  
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your life?” And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of  
the years of  my sojourning are a hundred and thirty 
years; few and evil have been the days of  the years of  
my life, and they have not attained to the days of  the 
years of  the life of  my fathers in the days of  their 
sojourning.” And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out
from the presence of  Pharaoh. Then Joseph settled his
father and his brothers, and gave them a possession in 
the land of  Egypt, in the best of  the land, in the land 
of  Ram'eses, as Pharaoh had commanded. And Joseph
provided his father, his brothers, and all his father’s 
household with food, according to the number of  
their dependents. Now there was no food in all the 
land; for the famine was very severe, so that the land 
of  Egypt and the land of  Canaan languished by reason
of  the famine. And Joseph gathered up all the money 
that was found in the land of  Egypt and in the land of
Canaan, for the grain which they bought; and Joseph 
brought the money into Pharaoh’s house. And when 
the money was all spent in the land of  Egypt and in 
the land of  Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph, 
and said, “Give us food; why should we die before 
your eyes? For our money is gone.” And Joseph 
answered, “Give your cattle, and I will give you food in
exchange for your cattle, if  your money is gone.” So 
they brought their cattle to Joseph; and Joseph gave 
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them food in exchange for the horses, the flocks, the 
herds, and the asses: and he supplied them with food 
in exchange for all their cattle that year. And when that
year was ended, they came to him the following year, 
and said to him, “We will not hide from my lord that 
our money is all spent; and the herds of  cattle are my 
lord’s; there is nothing left in the sight of  my lord but 
our bodies and our lands. Why should we die before 
your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land 
for food, and we with our land will be slaves to 
Pharaoh; and give us seed, that we may live, and not 
die, and that the land may not be desolate.” So Joseph 
bought all the land of  Egypt for Pharaoh; for all the 
Egyptians sold their fields, because the famine was 
severe upon them. The land became Pharaoh’s; and as 
for the people, he made slaves of  them from one end 
of  Egypt to the other. Only the land of  the priests he 
did not buy; for the priests had a fixed allowance from 
Pharaoh, and lived on the allowance which Pharaoh 
gave them; therefore they did not sell their land. Then 
Joseph said to the people, “Behold, I have this day 
bought you and your land for Pharaoh. Now here is 
seed for you, and you shall sow the land. And at the 
harvests you shall give a fifth to Pharaoh, and four 
fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field and as 
food for yourselves and your households, and as food 
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for your little ones.” And they said, “You have saved 
our lives; may it please my lord, we will be slaves to 
Pharaoh.” So Joseph made it a statute concerning the 
land of  Egypt, and it stands to this day, that Pharaoh 
should have the fifth; the land of  the priests alone did 
not become Pharaoh’s.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
The Jews answered Jesus, “We are descendants of  
Abraham, and have never been in bondage to any one.
How is it that you say, ‘You will be made free’?” Jesus 
answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, every one 
who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not 
continue in the house for ever; the son continues for 
ever. So if  the Son makes you free, you will be free 
indeed. I know that you are descendants of  Abraham; 
yet you seek to kill me, because my word finds no 
place in you. I speak of  what I have seen with my 
Father, and you do what you have heard from your 
father.” They answered him, “Abraham is our father.” 
Jesus said to them, “If  you were Abraham’s children, 
you would do what Abraham did, but now you seek to
kill me, a man who has told you the truth which I 
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heard from God; this is not what Abraham did. You 
do what your father did.” They said to him, “We were 
not born of  fornication; we have one Father, even 
God.” Jesus said to them, “If  God were your Father, 
you would love me, for I proceeded and came forth 
from God; I came not of  my own accord, but he sent 
me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is 
because you cannot bear to hear my word. You are of  
your father the devil, and your will is to do your 
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and has nothing to do with the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and 
the father of  lies. But, because I tell the truth, you do 
not believe me. Which of  you convicts me of  sin? If  I 
tell the truth, why do you not believe me? He who is 
of  God hears the words of  God; the reason why you 
do not hear them is that you are not of  God.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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