
YEAR 1, LENT 3, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Genesis
Israel dwelt in the land of  Egypt, in the land of  
Goshen; and they gained possessions in it, and were 
fruitful and multiplied exceedingly. And Jacob lived in 
the land of  Egypt seventeen years; so the days of  
Jacob, the years of  his life, were a hundred and forty-
seven years. And when the time drew near that Israel 
must die, he called his son Joseph and said to him, “If  
now I have found favor in your sight, put your hand 
under my thigh, and promise to deal loyally and truly 
with me. Do not bury me in Egypt, but let me lie with 
my fathers; carry me out of  Egypt and bury me in 
their burying place.” He answered, “I will do as you 
have said.” And he said, “Swear to me”; and he swore 
to him. Then Israel bowed himself  upon the head of  
his bed. After this Joseph was told, “Behold, your 
father is ill”; so he took with him his two sons, 
Manas'seh and E'phraim. And it was told to Jacob, 
“Your son Joseph has come to you”; then Israel 
summoned his strength, and sat up in bed. And Jacob 
said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz 
in the land of  Canaan and blessed me, and said to me, 
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‘Behold, I will make you fruitful, and multiply you, and
I will make of  you a company of  peoples, and will give
this land to your descendants after you for an 
everlasting possession.’ And now your two sons, who 
were born to you in the land of  Egypt before I came 
to you in Egypt, are mine; E'phraim and Manas'seh 
shall be mine, as Reuben and Simeon are. And the 
offspring born to you after them shall be yours; they 
shall be called by the name of  their brothers in their 
inheritance. For when I came from Paddan, Rachel to 
my sorrow died in the land of  Canaan on the way, 
when there was still some distance to go to Ephrath; 
and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath (that is, 
Bethlehem).”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the Jews, “He who is of  God hears the 
words of  God; the reason why you do not hear them 
is that you are not of  God.” The Jews answered him, 
“Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan 
and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I have not a 
demon; but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. 
Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who 
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seeks it and he will be the judge. Truly, truly, I say to 
you, if  any one keeps my word, he will never see 
death.” The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you
have a demon. Abraham died, as did the prophets; and
you say, ‘If  any one keeps my word, he will never taste 
death.’ Are you greater than our father Abraham, who 
died? And the prophets died! Who do you claim to 
be?” Jesus answered, “If  I glorify myself, my glory is 
nothing; it is my Father who glorifies me, of  whom 
you say that he is your God. But you have not known 
him; I know him. If  I said, I do not know him, I 
should be a liar like you; but I do know him and I keep
his word. Your father Abraham rejoiced that he was to
see my day; he saw it and was glad.” The Jews then 
said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have 
you seen Abraham?” Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I
say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they took 
up stones to throw at him; but Jesus hid himself, and 
went out of  the temple.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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