YEAR 1, LENT 4, WEDNESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

E'phraim EE-fray-im
Ma'chir MAY -kir
Manas'seh muh-NAS-uh

The First 1 esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Genesis

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was
dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate us and
pay us back for all the evil which we did to him.” So
they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father
gave this command before he died, ‘Say to Joseph,
Forgive, I pray you, the transgression of your brothers
and their sin, because they did evil to you.” And now,
we pray you, forgive the transgression of the servants
of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they
spoke to him. His brothers also came and fell down
before him, and said, “Behold, we are your servants.”
But Joseph said to them, “Fear not, for am I in the
place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me;
but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many
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people should be kept alive, as they are today. So do
not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones.”
Thus he reassured them and comforted them. So
Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father’s house; and
Joseph lived a hundred and ten years. And Joseph saw
E'phraim’s children of the third generation; the
children also of Ma'chir the son of Manas'seh were
born upon Joseph’s knees. And Joseph said to his
brothers, “I am about to die; but God will visit you,
and bring you up out of this land to the land which he
swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.” Then
Joseph took an oath of the sons of Israel, saying,
“God will visit you, and you shall carry up my bones
from here.” So Joseph died, being a hundred and ten
years old; and they embalmed him, and he was putin a
cotfin in Egypt.

The Reader concludes  'The Word of the Lord.

The Second 1.esson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the people, “Do not labor for the food
which perishes, but for the food which endures to
eternal life, which the Son of man will give to you; for
on him has God the Father set his seal.” Then they
said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works
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of God?” Jesus answered them, ““This 1s the work of
God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So
they said to him, ““Then what sign do you do, that we
may see, and believe you? What work do you perform?
Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” ”
Jesus then said to them, “T'ruly, truly, I say to you, it
was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven;
my Father gives you the true bread from heaven. For
the bread of God is that which comes down from
heaven, and gives life to the world.” They said to him,
“Lord, give us this bread always.” Jesus said to them,
“I am the bread of life; he who comes to me shall not
hunger, and he who believes in me shall never thirst.
But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not
believe. All that the Father gives me will come to me;
and him who comes to me I will not cast out. For I
have come down from heaven, not to do my own will,
but the will of him who sent me; and this is the will of
him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that
he has given me, but raise it up at the last day. For this
is the will of my Father, that every one who sees the
Son and believes in him should have eternal life; and I

will raise him up at the last day.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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