YEAR 1, LENT 4, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of the Church (1960):

Am'orites AM-uh-rights
Per'izzites PEAR-i-zights
Hi'vites HIGH-vights
Jeb'usites JEB-yuu-sights

The First Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from Exodus

In the course of those many days the king of Egypt
died. And the people of Israel groaned under their
bondage, and cried out for help, and their cry under
bondage came up to God. And God heard their
groaning, and God remembered his covenant with
Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. And God saw
the people of Israel, and God knew their condition.
Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law,
Jethro, the priest of Mid'ian; and he led his flock to the
west side of the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the
mountain of God. And the angel of the LORD
appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a
bush; and he looked, and lo, the bush was burning, yet
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it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will turn
aside and see this great sight, why the bush 1s not
burnt.” When the LORD saw that he turned aside to
see, God called to him out of the bush, “Moses,
Moses!” And he said, “Here am 1.” Then he said, “Do
not come near; put off your shoes from your feet, for
the place on which you are standing is holy ground.”
And he said, “I am the God of your father, the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”
And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at
God. Then the LLORD said, “I have seen the affliction
of my people who are in Egypt, and have heard their
cry because of their taskmasters; I know their
sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them out
of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up
out of that land to a good and broad land, a land
flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Am'orites, the Pet'izzites,
the Hi'vites, and the Jeb'usites. And now, behold, the
cry of the people of Israel has come to me, and I have
seen the oppression with which the Egyptians oppress
them. Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you may
bring forth my people, the sons of Israel, out of
Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I
should go to Pharaoh, and bring the sons of Israel out
of Egypt?” He said, “But I will be with you; and this
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shall be the sign for you, that I have sent you: when
you have brought forth the people out of Egypt, you
shall serve God upon this mountain.” Then Moses
said to God, “If I come to the people of Israel and say
to them, “The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’
and they ask me, “What 1s his name?” what shall I say
to them?” God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And
he said, “Say this to the people of Israel, ‘I AM has
sent me to you.” ” God also said to Moses, “Say this to
the people of Israel, “The LORD, the God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, has sent me to you™ this is my name
for ever, and thus I am to be remembered throughout
all generations.”

The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins

A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Many of Jesus’ disciples, when they heard it said, “This
is a hard saying; who can listen to it?”” But Jesus,
knowing 1n himself that his disciples murmured at it,
said to them, “Do you take offense at this? Then what
if you were to see the Son of man ascending where he
was before? It is the spirit that gives life, the flesh 1s of
no avail; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit
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and life. But there are some of you that do not
believe.” For Jesus knew from the first who those
were that did not believe, and who it was that would
betray him. And he said, “This 1s why I told you that
no one can come to me unless it 1s granted him by the
Father.” After this many of his disciples drew back
and no longer went about with him. Jesus said to the
twelve, “Do you also wish to go away?”” Simon Peter
answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have
the words of eternal life; and we have believed, and
have come to know, that you are the Holy One of
God.” Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you,
the twelve, and one of you 1s a devil?” He spoke of
Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the

twelve, was to betray him.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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