
YEAR 1, LENT 5, WEDNESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Jeremiah
“You, therefore, shall prophesy against them all these 
words, and say to them: ‘The LORD will roar from on 
high, and from his holy habitation utter his voice; he 
will roar mightily against his fold, and shout, like those
who tread grapes, against all the inhabitants of  the 
earth. The clamor will resound to the ends of  the 
earth, for the LORD has an indictment against the 
nations; he is entering into judgment with all flesh, and
the wicked he will put to the sword, says the LORD.’ 
Thus says the LORD of  hosts: Behold, evil is going 
forth from nation to nation, and a great tempest is 
stirring from the farthest parts of  the earth! And those
slain by the LORD on that day shall extend from one 
end of  the earth to the other. They shall not be 
lamented, or gathered, or buried; they shall be dung on
the surface of  the ground. Wail, you shepherds, and 
cry, and roll in ashes, you lords of  the flock, for the 
days of  your slaughter and dispersion have come, and 
you shall fall like choice rams. No refuge will remain 
for the shepherds, nor escape for the lords of  the 
flock. Hark, the cry of  the shepherds, and the wail of  
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the lords of  the flock! For the LORD is despoiling their
pasture, and the peaceful folds are devastated, because 
of  the fierce anger of  the LORD. Like a lion he has left
his covert, for their land has become a waste because 
of  the sword of  the oppressor, and because of  his 
fierce anger.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
How are men to call upon him in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in him of  
whom they have never heard? And how are they to 
hear without a preacher? And how can men preach 
unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful 
are the feet of  those who preach good news!” But 
they have not all obeyed the gospel; for Isaiah says, 
“Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?” 
So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard 
comes by the preaching of  Christ. But I ask, have they
not heard? Indeed they have; for “Their voice has 
gone out to all the earth, and their words to the ends 
of  the world.” Again I ask, did Israel not understand? 
First Moses says, “I will make you jealous of  those 
who are not a nation; with a foolish nation I will make 
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you angry.” Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, “I have 
been found by those who did not seek me; I have 
shown myself  to those who did not ask for me.” But 
of  Israel he says, “All day long I have held out my 
hands to a disobedient and contrary people.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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