
YEAR 1, LENT 5, WEDNESDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Exodus
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “When Pharaoh 
says to you, ‘Prove yourselves by working a miracle,’ 
then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and cast it 
down before Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent.’” 
So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did as the 
LORD commanded; Aaron cast down his rod before 
Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent. 
Then Pharaoh summoned the wise men and the 
sorcerers; and they also, the magicians of  Egypt, did 
the same by their secret arts. For every man cast down 
his rod, and they became serpents. But Aaron’s rod 
swallowed up their rods. Still Pharaoh’s heart was 
hardened, and he would not listen to them; as the 
LORD had said. Then the LORD said to Moses, 
“Pharaoh’s heart is hardened, he refuses to let the 
people go. Go to Pharaoh in the morning, as he is 
going out to the water; wait for him by the river’s 
brink, and take in your hand the rod which was turned 
into a serpent. And you shall say to him, ‘The LORD, 
the God of  the Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let 
my people go, that they may serve me in the 
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wilderness; and behold, you have not yet obeyed.” 
Thus says the LORD, “By this you shall know that I am
the LORD: behold, I will strike the water that is in the 
Nile with the rod that is in my hand, and it shall be 
turned to blood, and the fish in the Nile shall die, and 
the Nile shall become foul, and the Egyptians will 
loathe to drink water from the Nile.”’” And the LORD 
said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod and 
stretch out your hand over the waters of  Egypt, over 
their rivers, their canals, and their ponds, and all their 
pools of  water, that they may become blood; and there
shall be blood throughout all the land of  Egypt, both 
in vessels of  wood and in vessels of  stone.’” Moses 
and Aaron did as the LORD commanded; in the sight 
of  Pharaoh and in the sight of  his servants, he lifted 
up the rod and struck the water that was in the Nile, 
and all the water that was in the Nile turned to blood. 
And the fish in the Nile died; and the Nile became 
foul, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from 
the Nile; and there was blood throughout all the land 
of  Egypt. But the magicians of  Egypt did the same by
their secret arts; so Pharaoh’s heart remained 
hardened, and he would not listen to them; as the 
LORD had said. Pharaoh turned and went into his 
house, and he did not lay even this to heart. And all 
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the Egyptians dug round about the Nile for water to 
drink, for they could not drink the water of  the Nile.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to John
Jesus said to the Pharisees, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 
he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but 
climbs in by another way, that man is a thief  and a 
robber; but he who enters by the door is the shepherd 
of  the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens; the sheep 
hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, 
he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for 
they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, 
but they will flee from him, for they do not know the 
voice of  strangers.” This figure Jesus used with them, 
but they did not understand what he was saying to 
them. So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, I am the door of  the sheep. All who came 
before me are thieves and robbers; but the sheep did 
not heed them. I am the door; if  any one enters by me,
he will be saved, and will go in and out and find 
pasture. The thief  comes only to steal and kill and 
destroy; I came that they may have life, and have it 
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abundantly. I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. He who is a 
hireling and not a shepherd, whose own the sheep are 
not, sees the wolf  coming and leaves the sheep and 
flees; and the wolf  snatches them and scatters them. 
He flees because he is a hireling and cares nothing for 
the sheep. I am the good shepherd; I know my own 
and my own know me, as the Father knows me and I 
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 
And I have other sheep, that are not of  this fold; I 
must bring them also, and they will heed my voice. So 
there shall be one flock, one shepherd. For this reason 
the Father loves me, because I lay down my life, that I 
may take it again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of  my own accord. I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again; this charge I have 
received from my Father.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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