
YEAR 1, PROPER 2, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ruth
In the days when the judges ruled there was a famine 
in the land, and a certain man of  Bethlehem in Judah 
went to sojourn in the country of  Moab, he and his 
wife and his two sons. The name of  the man was 
Elim'elech and the name of  his wife Na'omi, and the 
names of  his two sons were Mahlon and Chil'ion; they
were Eph'rathites from Bethlehem in Judah. They 
went into the country of  Moab and remained there. 
But Elim'elech, the husband of  Na'omi, died, and she 
was left with her two sons. These took Moabite wives; 
the name of  the one was Orpah and the name of  the 
other Ruth. They lived there about ten years; and both 
Mahlon and Chil'ion died, so that the woman was 
bereft of  her two sons and her husband. Then she 
started with her daughters-in-law to return from the 
country of  Moab, for she had heard in the country of  
Moab that the LORD had visited his people and given 
them food. So she set out from the place where she 
was, with her two daughters-in-law, and they went on 
the way to return to the land of  Judah. But Na'omi 
said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, return each of  
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you to her mother’s house. May the LORD deal kindly 
with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with me.
The LORD grant that you may find a home, each of  
you in the house of  her husband!” Then she kissed 
them, and they lifted up their voices and wept. And 
they said to her, “No, we will return with you to your 
people.” But Na'omi said, “Turn back, my daughters, 
why will you go with me? Have I yet sons in my womb
that they may become your husbands? Turn back, my 
daughters, go your way, for I am too old to have a 
husband. If  I should say I have hope, even if  I should 
have a husband this night and should bear sons, would
you therefore wait till they were grown? Would you 
therefore refrain from marrying? No, my daughters, 
for it is exceedingly bitter to me for your sake that the 
hand of  the LORD has gone forth against me.” Then 
they lifted up their voices and wept again; and Orpah 
kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung to her. And 
she said, “See, your sister-in-law has gone back to her 
people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-law.”
But Ruth said, “Entreat me not to leave you or to 
return from following you; for where you go I will go, 
and where you lodge I will lodge; your people shall be 
my people, and your God my God; where you die I 
will die, and there will I be buried. May the LORD do 
so to me and more also if  even death parts me from 
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you.” And when Na'omi saw that she was determined 
to go with her, she said no more. 
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to Timothy
Paul, an apostle of  Christ Jesus by command of  God 
our Savior and of  Christ Jesus our hope, To Timothy, 
my true child in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace 
from God the Father and Christ Jesus our Lord. As I 
urged you when I was going to Macedonia, remain at 
Ephesus that you may charge certain persons not to 
teach any different doctrine, nor to occupy themselves 
with myths and endless genealogies which promote 
speculations rather than the divine training that is in 
faith; whereas the aim of  our charge is love that issues 
from a pure heart and a good conscience and sincere 
faith. Certain persons by swerving from these have 
wandered away into vain discussion, desiring to be 
teachers of  the law, without understanding either what
they are saying or the things about which they make 
assertions. Now we know that the law is good, if  any 
one uses it lawfully, understanding this, that the law is 
not laid down for the just but for the lawless and 
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disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the 
unholy and profane, for murderers of  fathers and 
murderers of  mothers, for manslayers, immoral 
persons, sodomites, kidnapers, liars, perjurers, and 
whatever else is contrary to sound doctrine, in 
accordance with the glorious gospel of  the blessed 
God with which I have been entrusted. I thank him 
who has given me strength for this, Christ Jesus our 
Lord, because he judged me faithful by appointing me 
to his service, though I formerly blasphemed and 
persecuted and insulted him; but I received mercy 
because I had acted ignorantly in unbelief, and the 
grace of  our Lord overflowed for me with the faith 
and love that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is sure and
worthy of  full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners. And I am the foremost of  
sinners; but I received mercy for this reason, that in 
me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his 
perfect patience for an example to those who were to 
believe in him for eternal life. To the King of  ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory 
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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