
YEAR 1, PROPER 3, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Proverbs
Hear, my son, and be wise, and direct your mind in the
way. Be not among winebibbers, or among gluttonous 
eaters of  meat; for the drunkard and the glutton will 
come to poverty, and drowsiness will clothe a man 
with rags. Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has 
strife? Who has complaining? Who has wounds 
without cause? Who has redness of  eyes? Those who 
tarry long over wine, those who go to try mixed wine. 
Do not look at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in 
the cup and goes down smoothly. At the last it bites 
like a serpent, and stings like an adder. Your eyes will 
see strange things, and your mind utter perverse 
things. You will be like one who lies down in the midst
of  the sea, like one who lies on the top of  a mast. 
“They struck me,” you will say, “but I was not hurt; 
they beat me, but I did not feel it. When shall I awake?
I will seek another drink.” Be not envious of  evil men,
nor desire to be with them; for their minds devise 
violence, and their lips talk of  mischief.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke
Jesus said to the disciples: “He who is faithful in a very
little is faithful also in much; and he who is dishonest 
in a very little is dishonest also in much. If  then you 
have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, 
who will entrust to you the true riches? And if  you 
have not been faithful in that which is another’s, who 
will give you that which is your own? No servant can 
serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and 
love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve God and 
mammon.” The Pharisees, who were lovers of  money, 
heard all this, and they scoffed at him. But he said to 
them, “You are those who justify yourselves before 
men, but God knows your hearts; for what is exalted 
among men is an abomination in the sight of  God. 
The law and the prophets were until John; since then 
the good news of  the kingdom of  God is preached, 
and every one enters it violently. But it is easier for 
heaven and earth to pass away, than for one dot of  the
law to become void. Every one who divorces his wife 
and marries another commits adultery, and he who 
marries a woman divorced from her husband commits
adultery.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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