
YEAR 1, PROPER 4, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Deuteronomy
Moses summoned all Israel and said to them, “If  a 
prophet arises among you, or a dreamer of  dreams, 
and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the sign or 
wonder which he tells you comes to pass, and if  he 
says, ‘Let us go after other gods,’ which you have not 
known, ‘and let us serve them,’ you shall not listen to 
the words of  that prophet or to that dreamer of  
dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you, to 
know whether you love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul. You shall walk after 
the LORD your God and fear him, and keep his 
commandments and obey his voice, and you shall 
serve him and cleave to him. But that prophet or that 
dreamer of  dreams shall be put to death, because he 
has taught rebellion against the LORD your God, who 
brought you out of  the land of  Egypt and redeemed 
you out of  the house of  bondage, to make you leave 
the way in which the LORD your God commanded you
to walk. So you shall purge the evil from the midst of  
you. “If  your brother, the son of  your mother, or your
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son, or your daughter, or the wife of  your bosom, or 
your friend who is as your own soul, entices you 
secretly, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other gods,’ which
neither you nor your fathers have known, some of  the 
gods of  the peoples that are round about you, whether
near you or far off  from you, from the one end of  the 
earth to the other, you shall not yield to him or listen 
to him, nor shall your eye pity him, nor shall you spare
him, nor shall you conceal him; but you shall kill him; 
your hand shall be first against him to put him to 
death, and afterwards the hand of  all the people. You 
shall stone him to death with stones, because he 
sought to draw you away from the LORD your God, 
who brought you out of  the land of  Egypt, out of  the
house of  bondage. And all Israel shall hear, and fear, 
and never again do any such wickedness as this among
you.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Macedo'nia mass-uh-DOH-nee-uh
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Open your hearts to us; we have wronged no one, we 
have corrupted no one, we have taken advantage of  
no one. I do not say this to condemn you, for I said 
before that you are in our hearts, to die together and 
to live together. I have great confidence in you; I have 
great pride in you; I am filled with comfort. With all 
our affliction, I am overjoyed. For even when we came
into Macedo'nia, our bodies had no rest but we were 
afflicted at every turn—fighting without and fear 
within. But God, who comforts the downcast, 
comforted us by the coming of  Titus, and not only by 
his coming but also by the comfort with which he was 
comforted in you, as he told us of  your longing, your 
mourning, your zeal for me, so that I rejoiced still 
more. For even if  I made you sorry with my letter, I 
do not regret it (though I did regret it), for I see that 
that letter grieved you, though only for a while. As it is,
I rejoice, not because you were grieved, but because 
you were grieved into repenting; for you felt a godly 
grief, so that you suffered no loss through us. For 
godly grief  produces a repentance that leads to 
salvation and brings no regret, but worldly grief  
produces death. For see what earnestness this godly 
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grief  has produced in you, what eagerness to clear 
yourselves, what indignation, what alarm, what 
longing, what zeal, what punishment! At every point 
you have proved yourselves guiltless in the matter. So 
although I wrote to you, it was not on account of  the 
one who did the wrong, nor on account of  the one 
who suffered the wrong, but in order that your zeal for
us might be revealed to you in the sight of  God. 
Therefore we are comforted. And besides our own 
comfort we rejoiced still more at the joy of  Titus, 
because his mind has been set at rest by you all. For if  
I have expressed to him some pride in you, I was not 
put to shame; but just as everything we said to you was
true, so our boasting before Titus has proved true. 
And his heart goes out all the more to you, as he 
remembers the obedience of  you all, and the fear and 
trembling with which you received him. I rejoice, 
because I have perfect confidence in you.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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