
YEAR 1, PROPER 5, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus
The LORD exalted Aaron, the brother of  Moses, a 
holy man like him, of  the tribe of  Levi. He made an 
everlasting covenant with him, and gave him the 
priesthood of  the people. He blessed him with 
splendid vestments, and put a glorious robe upon him.
He clothed him with superb perfection, and 
strengthened him with the symbols of  authority, the 
linen breeches, the long robe, and the ephod. And he 
encircled him with pomegranates, with very many 
golden bells round about, to send forth a sound as he 
walked, to make their ringing heard in the temple as a 
reminder to the sons of  his people; with a holy 
garment, of  gold and blue and purple, the work of  an 
embroiderer; with the oracle of  judgment, Urim and 
Thummim; with twisted scarlet, the work of  a 
craftsman; with precious stones engraved like signets, 
in a setting of  gold, the work of  a jeweler, for a 
reminder, in engraved letters, according to the number 
of  the tribes of  Israel; with a gold crown upon his 
turban, inscribed like a signet with “Holiness,” a 
distinction to be prized, the work of  an expert, the 
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delight of  the eyes, richly adorned. Before his time 
there never were such beautiful things. No outsider 
ever put them on, but only his sons and his 
descendants perpetually. His sacrifices shall be wholly 
burned twice every day continually. Moses ordained 
him, and anointed him with holy oil; it was an 
everlasting covenant for him and for his descendants 
all the days of  heaven, to minister to the LORD and 
serve as priest and bless his people in his name. He 
chose him out of  all the living to offer sacrifice to the 
LORD, incense and a pleasing odor as a memorial 
portion, to make atonement for the people.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
I have been a fool! You forced me to it, for I ought to 
have been commended by you. For I was not at all 
inferior to these superlative apostles, even though I am
nothing. The signs of  a true apostle were performed 
among you in all patience, with signs and wonders and 
mighty works. For in what were you less favored than 
the rest of  the churches, except that I myself  did not 
burden you? Forgive me this wrong! Here for the third
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time I am ready to come to you. And I will not be a 
burden, for I seek not what is yours but you; for 
children ought not to lay up for their parents, but 
parents for their children. I will most gladly spend and 
be spent for your souls. If  I love you the more, am I to
be loved the less? But granting that I myself  did not 
burden you, I was crafty, you say, and got the better of
you by guile. Did I take advantage of  you through any 
of  those whom I sent to you? I urged Titus to go, and 
sent the brother with him. Did Titus take advantage of
you? Did we not act in the same spirit? Did we not 
take the same steps? Have you been thinking all along 
that we have been defending ourselves before you? It 
is in the sight of  God that we have been speaking in 
Christ, and all for your upbuilding, beloved. For I fear 
that perhaps I may come and find you not what I wish,
and that you may find me not what you wish; that 
perhaps there may be quarreling, jealousy, anger, 
selfishness, slander, gossip, conceit, and disorder. I fear
that when I come again my God may humble me 
before you, and I may have to mourn over many of  
those who sinned before and have not repented of  the
impurity, immorality, and licentiousness which they 
have practiced.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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