
YEAR 1, PROPER 6, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

e'phod EE-fahd
Hoph'ni HAHF-nigh
Phin'ehas FIN-ee-us

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
And there came a man of  God to Eli, and said to him,
“Thus the LORD has said, ‘I revealed myself  to the 
house of  your father when they were in Egypt subject 
to the house of  Pharaoh. And I chose him out of  all 
the tribes of  Israel to be my priest, to go up to my 
altar, to burn incense, to wear an e'phod before me; 
and I gave to the house of  your father all my offerings
by fire from the people of  Israel. Why then look with 
greedy eye at my sacrifices and my offerings which I 
commanded, and honor your sons above me by 
fattening yourselves upon the choicest parts of  every 
offering of  my people Israel?’ Therefore the LORD the
God of  Israel declares: ‘I promised that your house 
and the house of  your father should go in and out 
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before me for ever’; but now the LORD declares: ‘Far 
be it from me; for those who honor me I will honor, 
and those who despise me shall be lightly esteemed. 
Behold, the days are coming, when I will cut off  your 
strength and the strength of  your father’s house, so 
that there will not be an old man in your house. Then 
in distress you will look with envious eye on all the 
prosperity which shall be bestowed upon Israel; and 
there shall not be an old man in your house for ever. 
The man of  you whom I shall not cut off  from my 
altar shall be spared to weep out his eyes and grieve his
heart; and all the increase of  your house shall die by 
the sword of  men. And this which shall befall your 
two sons, Hophni and Phin'ehas, shall be the sign to 
you: both of  them shall die on the same day. And I 
will raise up for myself  a faithful priest, who shall do 
according to what is in my heart and in my mind; and I
will build him a sure house, and he shall go in and out 
before my anointed for ever. And every one who is left
in your house shall come to implore him for a piece of
silver or a loaf  of  bread, and shall say, “Put me, I pray 
you, in one of  the priest’s places, that I may eat a 
morsel of  bread.” ’ ”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and 
addressed them: “Men of  Israel, hear these words: 
Jesus of  Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 
mighty works and wonders and signs which God did 
through him in your midst, as you yourselves know—
this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan 
and foreknowledge of  God, you crucified and killed 
by the hands of  lawless men. But God raised him up, 
having loosed the pangs of  death, because it was not 
possible for him to be held by it. For David says 
concerning him, ‘I saw the Lord always before me, for 
he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; 
therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; 
moreover my flesh will dwell in hope. For thou wilt 
not abandon my soul to Hades, nor let thy Holy One 
see corruption. Thou hast made known to me the 
ways of  life; thou wilt make me full of  gladness with 
thy presence.’ Brethren, I may say to you confidently 
of  the patriarch David that he both died and was 
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Being 
therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn
with an oath to him that he would set one of  his 
descendants upon his throne, he foresaw and spoke of
the resurrection of  the Christ, that he was not 
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abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 
This Jesus God raised up, and of  that we all are 
witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the right hand of  
God, and having received from the Father the promise
of  the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this which you 
see and hear. For David did not ascend into the 
heavens; but he himself  says, ‘The Lord said to my 
Lord, Sit at my right hand, till I make thy enemies a 
stool for thy feet.’ Let all the house of  Israel therefore 
know assuredly that God has made him both Lord and
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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