
YEAR 1, PROPER 7, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Hoph'ni HAHF-nigh
Phin'ehas FIN-ee-us
Ich'abod IK-uh-bahd

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
A man of  Benjamin ran from the battle line, and came
to Shiloh the same day, with his clothes rent and with 
earth upon his head. When he arrived, Eli was sitting 
upon his seat by the road watching, for his heart 
trembled for the ark of  God. And when the man came
into the city and told the news, all the city cried out.  
When Eli heard the sound of  the outcry, he said, 
“What is this uproar?” Then the man hastened and 
came and told Eli. Now Eli was ninety-eight years old 
and his eyes were set, so that he could not see. And 
the man said to Eli, “I am he who has come from the 
battle; I fled from the battle today.” And he said, 
“How did it go, my son?” He who brought the tidings 
answered and said, “Israel has fled before the 
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Philistines, and there has also been a great slaughter 
among the people; your two sons also, Hophni and 
Phin'ehas, are dead, and the ark of  God has been 
captured.” When he mentioned the ark of  God, Eli 
fell over backward from his seat by the side of  the 
gate; and his neck was broken and he died, for he was 
an old man, and heavy. He had judged Israel forty 
years. Now his daughter-in-law, the wife of  Phin'ehas, 
was with child, about to give birth. And when she 
heard the tidings that the ark of  God was captured, 
and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, 
she bowed and gave birth; for her pains came upon 
her. And about the time of  her death the women 
attending her said to her, “Fear not, for you have 
borne a son.” But she did not answer or give heed. 
And she named the child Ich'abod, saying, “The glory 
has departed from Israel!” because the ark of  God had
been captured and because of  her father-in-law and 
her husband. And she said, “The glory has departed 
from Israel, for the ark of  God has been captured.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  James
James, a servant of  God and of  the Lord Jesus Christ, 
To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greeting. 
Count it all joy, my brethren, when you meet various 
trials, for you know that the testing of  your faith 
produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its 
full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, 
lacking in nothing. If  any of  you lacks wisdom, let him
ask God, who gives to all men generously and without 
reproaching, and it will be given him. But let him ask 
in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a 
wave of  the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. 
For that person must not suppose that a double-
minded man, unstable in all his ways, will receive 
anything from the Lord. Let the lowly brother boast in
his exaltation, and the rich in his humiliation, because 
like the flower of  the grass he will pass away. For the 
sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; 
its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So will the rich 
man fade away in the midst of  his pursuits. Blessed is 
the man who endures trial, for when he has stood the 
test he will receive the crown of  life which God has 
promised to those who love him. Let no one say when
he is tempted, “I am tempted by God”; for God 
cannot be tempted with evil and he himself  tempts no
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one; but each person is tempted when he is lured and 
enticed by his own desire. Then desire when it has 
conceived gives birth to sin; and sin when it is full-
grown brings forth death. Do not be deceived, my 
beloved brethren. Every good endowment and every 
perfect gift is from above, coming down from the 
Father of  lights with whom there is no variation or 
shadow due to change. Of  his own will he brought us 
forth by the word of  truth that we should be a kind of
first fruits of  his creatures.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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