
YEAR 1, PROPER 7, THURSDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Jo'el JOH-el
Abi'jah uh-BIGH-juh
Beer-she'ba bir-SHEE-buh
Ra'mah RAY-muh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
When Samuel became old, he made his sons judges 
over Israel. The name of  his first-born son was Jo'el, 
and the name of  his second, Abi'jah; they were judges 
in Beer-she'ba. Yet his sons did not walk in his ways, 
but turned aside after gain; they took bribes and 
perverted justice. Then all the elders of  Israel gathered
together and came to Samuel at Ra'mah, and said to 
him, “Behold, you are old and your sons do not walk 
in your ways; now appoint for us a king to govern us 
like all the nations.” But the thing displeased Samuel 
when they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” And 
Samuel prayed to the LORD. And the LORD said to 
Samuel, “Hearken to the voice of  the people in all that
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they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but 
they have rejected me from being king over them. 
According to all the deeds which they have done to 
me, from the day I brought them up out of  Egypt 
even to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, 
so they are also doing to you. Now then, hearken to 
their voice; only, you shall solemnly warn them, and 
show them the ways of  the king who shall reign over 
them.” So Samuel told all the words of  the LORD to 
the people who were asking a king from him. He said, 
“These will be the ways of  the king who will reign 
over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to 
his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before
his chariots; and he will appoint for himself  
commanders of  thousands and commanders of  fifties,
and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, 
and to make his implements of  war and the equipment
of  his chariots. He will take your daughters to be 
perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the best 
of  your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and 
give them to his servants. He will take the tenth of  
your grain and of  your vineyards and give it to his 
officers and to his servants. He will take your 
menservants and maidservants, and the best of  your 
cattle and your asses, and put them to his work. He 
will take the tenth of  your flocks, and you shall be his 
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slaves. And in that day you will cry out because of  
your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but 
the LORD will not answer you in that day.” But the 
people refused to listen to the voice of  Samuel; and 
they said, “No! but we will have a king over us, that we
also may be like all the nations, and that our king may 
govern us and go out before us and fight our battles.” 
And when Samuel had heard all the words of  the 
people, he repeated them in the ears of  the LORD. 
And the LORD said to Samuel, “Hearken to their 
voice, and make them a king.” Samuel then said to the 
men of  Israel, “Go every man to his city.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

Please turn the page for the Second Lesson.
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For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Har'an HAIR-uhn
Chalde'ans kal-DEE-uhns
Shech'em SHEK-uhm
Ha'mor HAY-mor

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
And gazing at Stephen, all who sat in the council saw 
that his face was like the face of  an angel. And the 
high priest said, “Is this so?” And Stephen said: 
“Brethren and fathers, hear me. The God of  glory 
appeared to our father Abraham, when he was in 
Mesopota'mia, before he lived in Ha'ran, and said to 
him, ‘Depart from your land and from your kindred 
and go into the land which I will show you.’ Then he 
departed from the land of  the Chalde'ans, and lived in 
Ha'ran. And after his father died, God removed him 
from there into this land in which you are now living; 
yet he gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot’s 
length, but promised to give it to him in possession 
and to his posterity after him, though he had no child. 
And God spoke to this effect, that his posterity would 
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be aliens in a land belonging to others, who would 
enslave them and ill-treat them four hundred years. 
‘But I will judge the nation which they serve,’ said 
God, ‘and after that they shall come out and worship 
me in this place.’ And he gave him the covenant of  
circumcision. And so Abraham became the father of  
Isaac, and circumcised him on the eighth day; and 
Isaac became the father of  Jacob, and Jacob of  the 
twelve patriarchs. And the patriarchs, jealous of  
Joseph, sold him into Egypt; but God was with him, 
and rescued him out of  all his afflictions, and gave 
him favor and wisdom before Pharaoh, king of  Egypt,
who made him governor over Egypt and over all his 
household. Now there came a famine throughout all 
Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction, and our 
fathers could find no food. But when Jacob heard that 
there was grain in Egypt, he sent forth our fathers the 
first time. And at the second visit Joseph made 
himself  known to his brothers, and Joseph’s family 
became known to Pharaoh. And Joseph sent and 
called to him Jacob his father and all his kindred, 
seventy-five souls; and Jacob went down into Egypt. 
And he died, himself  and our fathers, and they were 
carried back to Shech'em and laid in the tomb that 
Abraham had 
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bought for a sum of  silver from the sons of  Ha'mor in
Shech'em.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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