
YEAR 1, PROPER 8, SATURDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
The watchmen of  Saul in Gib'e-ah of  Benjamin 
looked; and behold, the multitude was surging hither 
and thither. Then Saul said to the people who were 
with him, “Number and see who has gone from us.” 
And when they had numbered, behold, Jonathan and 
his armor-bearer were not there. And Saul said to 
Ahi'jah, “Bring hither the ark of  God.” For the ark of  
God went at that time with the people of  Israel. And 
while Saul was talking to the priest, the tumult in the 
camp of  the Philistines increased more and more; and 
Saul said to the priest, “Withdraw your hand.” Then 
Saul and all the people who were with him rallied and 
went into the battle; and behold, every man’s sword 
was against his fellow, and there was very great 
confusion. Now the Hebrews who had been with the 
Philistines before that time and who had gone up with
them into the camp, even they also turned to be with 
the Israelites who were with Saul and Jonathan. 
Likewise, when all the men of  Israel who had hid 
themselves in the hill country of  E'phraim heard that 
the Philistines were fleeing, they too followed hard 
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after them in the battle. So the LORD delivered Israel 
that day; and the battle passed beyond Beth-a'ven. And
the men of  Israel were distressed that day; for Saul laid
an oath on the people, saying, “Cursed be the man 
who eats food until it is evening and I am avenged on 
my enemies.” So none of  the people tasted food. And 
all the people came into the forest; and there was 
honey on the ground. And when the people entered 
the forest, behold, the honey was dropping, but no 
man put his hand to his mouth; for the people feared 
the oath. But Jonathan had not heard his father charge
the people with the oath; so he put forth the tip of  the
staff  that was in his hand, and dipped it in the 
honeycomb, and put his hand to his mouth; and his 
eyes became bright. Then one of  the people said, 
“Your father strictly charged the people with an oath, 
saying, ‘Cursed be the man who eats food this day.’” 
And the people were faint. Then Jonathan said, “My 
father has troubled the land; see how my eyes have 
become bright, because I tasted a little of  this honey. 
How much better if  the people had eaten freely today 
of  the spoil of  their enemies which they found; for 
now the slaughter among the Philistines has not been 
great.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Now there was a disciple at Damascus named 
Anani'as. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Anani'as.” 
And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” And the Lord said to 
him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and 
inquire in the house of  Judas for a man of  Tarsus 
named Saul; for behold, he is praying, and he has seen 
a man named Anani'as come in and lay his hands on 
him so that he might regain his sight.” But Anani'as 
answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this 
man, how much evil he has done to thy saints at 
Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief  
priests to bind all who call upon thy name.” But the 
Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument 
of  mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and 
kings and the sons of  Israel; for I will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of  my name.” So 
Anani'as departed and entered the house. And laying 
his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you 
came, has sent me that you may regain your sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes and he 
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regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized, and
took food and was strengthened.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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