
YEAR 1, PROPER 10, SATURDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
David departed from there and escaped to the cave of
Adu'llam; and when his brothers and all his father’s 
house heard it, they went down there to him. And 
every one who was in distress, and every one who was 
in debt, and every one who was discontented, gathered
to him; and he became captain over them. And there 
were with him about four hundred men. And David 
went from there to Mizpeh of  Moab; and he said to 
the king of  Moab, “Pray let my father and my mother 
stay with you, till I know what God will do for me.” 
And he left them with the king of  Moab, and they 
stayed with him all the time that David was in the 
stronghold. Then the prophet Gad said to David, “Do
not remain in the stronghold; depart, and go into the 
land of  Judah.” So David departed, and went into the 
forest of  He'reth. Now Saul heard that David was 
discovered, and the men who were with him. Saul was 
sitting at Gib'e-ah, under the tamarisk tree on the 
height, with his spear in his hand, and all his servants 
were standing about him. And Saul said to his servants
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who stood about him, “Hear now, you Benjaminites; 
will the son of  Jesse give every one of  you fields and 
vineyards, will he make you all commanders of  
thousands and commanders of  hundreds, that all of  
you have conspired against me? No one discloses to 
me when my son makes a league with the son of  Jesse,
none of  you is sorry for me or discloses to me that my
son has stirred up my servant against me, to lie in wait,
as at this day.” Then answered Do'eg the E'domite, 
who stood by the servants of  Saul, “I saw the son of  
Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahim'elech the son of  
Ahi'tub, and he inquired of  the LORD for him, and 
gave him provisions, and gave him the sword of  
Goliath the Philistine.” Then the king sent to summon
Ahim'elech the priest, the son of  Ahi'tub, and all his 
father’s house, the priests who were at Nob; and all of  
them came to the king. And Saul said, “Hear now, son 
of  Ahi'tub.” And he answered, “Here I am, my lord.” 
And Saul said to him, “Why have you conspired 
against me, you and the son of  Jesse, in that you have 
given him bread and a sword, and have inquired of  
God for him, so that he has risen against me, to lie in 
wait, as at this day?” Then Ahim'elech answered the 
king, “And who among all your servants is so faithful 
as David, who is the king’s son-in-law, and captain 
over your bodyguard, and honored in your house? Is 
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today the first time that I have inquired of  God for 
him? No! Let not the king impute anything to his 
servant or to all the house of  my father; for your 
servant has known nothing of  all this, much or little.” 
And the king said, “You shall surely die, Ahim'elech, 
you and all your father’s house.” And the king said to 
the guard who stood about him, “Turn and kill the 
priests of  the LORD; because their hand also is with 
David, and they knew that he fled, and did not 
disclose it to me.” But the servants of  the king would 
not put forth their hand to fall upon the priests of  the 
LORD. Then the king said to Do'eg, “You turn and fall 
upon the priests.” And Do'eg the E'domite turned and
fell upon the priests, and he killed on that day eighty-
five persons who wore the linen ephod. And Nob, the 
city of  the priests, he put to the sword; both men and 
women, children and sucklings, oxen, asses and sheep, 
he put to the sword. But one of  the sons of  
Ahim'elech the son of  Ahi'tub, named Abi'athar, 
escaped and fled after David. And Abi'athar told 
David that Saul had killed the priests of  the LORD. 
And David said to Abi'athar, “I knew on that day, 
when Do'eg the E'domite was there, that he would 
surely tell Saul. I have occasioned the death of  all the 
persons of  your father’s house. Stay with me, fear not;
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for he that seeks my life seeks your life; with me you 
shall be in safekeeping.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Paul said: “Brethren, sons of  the family of  Abraham, 
and those among you that fear God, to us has been 
sent the message of  this salvation. For those who live 
in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not 
recognize him nor understand the utterances of  the 
prophets which are read every sabbath, fulfilled these 
by condemning him. Though they could charge him 
with nothing deserving death, yet they asked Pilate to 
have him killed. And when they had fulfilled all that 
was written of  him, they took him down from the tree,
and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from the 
dead; and for many days he appeared to those who 
came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are 
now his witnesses to the people. And we bring you the
good news that what God promised to the fathers, this
he has fulfilled to us their children by raising Jesus; as 
also it is written in the second psalm, ‘Thou art my 
Son, today I have begotten thee.’ And as for the fact 
that he raised him from the dead, no more to return to
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corruption, he spoke in this way, ‘I will give you the 
holy and sure blessings of  David.’ Therefore he says 
also in another psalm, ‘Thou wilt not let thy Holy One
see corruption.’ For David, after he had served the 
counsel of  God in his own generation, fell asleep, and 
was laid with his fathers, and saw corruption; but he 
whom God raised up saw no corruption. Let it be 
known to you therefore, brethren, that through this 
man forgiveness of  sins is proclaimed to you, and by 
him every one that believes is freed from everything 
from which you could not be freed by the law of  
Moses. Beware, therefore, lest there come upon you 
what is said in the prophets: ‘Behold, you scoffers, and
wonder, and perish; for I do a deed in your days, a 
deed you will never believe, if  one declares it to you.’ ”
As they went out, the people begged that these things 
might be told them the next sabbath. And when the 
meeting of  the synagogue broke up, many Jews and 
devout converts to Judaism followed Paul and 
Barnabas, who spoke to them and urged them to 
continue in the grace of  God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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