
YEAR 1, PROPER 10, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Joshua
Now Jericho was shut up from within and from 
without because of  the people of  Israel; none went 
out, and none came in. And the LORD said to Joshua, 
“See, I have given into your hand Jericho, with its king 
and mighty men of  valor. You shall march around the 
city, all the men of  war going around the city once. 
Thus shall you do for six days. And seven priests shall 
bear seven trumpets of  rams’ horns before the ark; 
and on the seventh day you shall march around the 
city seven times, the priests blowing the trumpets. And
when they make a long blast with the ram’s horn, as 
soon as you hear the sound of  the trumpet, then all 
the people shall shout with a great shout; and the wall 
of  the city will fall down flat, and the people shall go 
up every man straight before him.” So Joshua the son 
of  Nun called the priests and said to them, “Take up 
the ark of  the covenant, and let seven priests bear 
seven trumpets of  rams’ horns before the ark of  the 
LORD.” And he said to the people, “Go forward; 
march around the city, and let the armed men pass on 
before the ark of  the LORD.” And as Joshua had 
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commanded the people, the seven priests bearing the 
seven trumpets of  rams’ horns before the LORD went 
forward, blowing the trumpets, with the ark of  the 
covenant of  the LORD following them. And the armed
men went before the priests who blew the trumpets, 
and the rear guard came after the ark, while the 
trumpets blew continually. But Joshua commanded the
people, “You shall not shout or let your voice be 
heard, neither shall any word go out of  your mouth, 
until the day I bid you shout; then you shall shout.” So
he caused the ark of  the LORD to compass the city, 
going about it once; and they came into the camp, and 
spent the night in the camp. Then Joshua rose early in 
the morning, and the priests took up the ark of  the 
LORD. And the seven priests bearing the seven 
trumpets of  rams’ horns before the ark of  the LORD 
passed on, blowing the trumpets continually; and the 
armed men went before them, and the rear guard 
came after the ark of  the LORD, while the trumpets 
blew continually. And the second day they marched 
around the city once, and returned into the camp. So 
they did for six days.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
Then Jesus went home; and the crowd came together 
again, so that they could not even eat. And when his 
family heard it, they went out to seize him, for people 
were saying, “He is beside himself.” And the scribes 
who came down from Jerusalem said, “He is 
possessed by Be-el'zebul, and by the prince of  demons
he casts out the demons.” And he called them to him, 
and said to them in parables, “How can Satan cast out 
Satan? If  a kingdom is divided against itself, that 
kingdom cannot stand. And if  a house is divided 
against itself, that house will not be able to stand. And 
if  Satan has risen up against himself  and is divided, he
cannot stand, but is coming to an end. But no one can 
enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, 
unless he first binds the strong man; then indeed he 
may plunder his house. Truly, I say to you, all sins will 
be forgiven the sons of  men, and whatever 
blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes 
against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is 
guilty of  an eternal sin”—for they had said, “He has 
an unclean spirit.” And his mother and his brothers 
came; and standing outside they sent to him and called
him. And a crowd was sitting about him; and they said 
to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, 
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asking for you.” And he replied, “Who are my mother 
and my brothers?” And looking around on those who 
sat about him, he said, “Here are my mother and my 
brothers! Whoever does the will of  God is my brother,
and sister, and mother.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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