
YEAR 1, PROPER 11, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Kei'lah ki-IGH-lah
Abi'athar uh-BIGH-uh-thar

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  Samuel
Now it was told Saul that David had come to Kei'lah. 
And Saul said, “God has given him into my hand; for 
he has shut himself  in by entering a town that has 
gates and bars.” And Saul summoned all the people to 
war, to go down to Kei'lah, to besiege David and his 
men. David knew that Saul was plotting evil against 
him; and he said to Abi'athar the priest, “Bring the 
ephod here.” Then said David, “O LORD, the God of  
Israel, thy servant has surely heard that Saul seeks to 
come to Kei'lah, to destroy the city on my account. 
Will the men of  Kei'lah surrender me into his hand? 
Will Saul come down, as thy servant has heard? O 
LORD, the God of  Israel, I beseech thee, tell thy 
servant.” And the LORD said, “He will come down.” 
Then said David, “Will the men of  Kei'lah surrender 
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me and my men into the hand of  Saul?” And the 
LORD said, “They will surrender you.” Then David 
and his men, who were about six hundred, arose and 
departed from Kei'lah, and they went wherever they 
could go. When Saul was told that David had escaped 
from Kei'lah, he gave up the expedition. And David 
remained in the strongholds in the wilderness, in the 
hill country of  the Wilderness of  Ziph. And Saul 
sought him every day, but God did not give him into 
his hand. And David was afraid because Saul had 
come out to seek his life. David was in the Wilderness 
of  Ziph at Horesh. And Jonathan, Saul’s son, rose, and
went to David at Hor'esh, and strengthened his hand 
in God. And he said to him, “Fear not; for the hand 
of  Saul my father shall not find you; you shall be king 
over Israel, and I shall be next to you; Saul my father 
also knows this.” And the two of  them made a 
covenant before the LORD; David remained at 
Hor'esh, and Jonathan went home.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the Romans
O the depth of  the riches and wisdom and knowledge 
of  God! How unsearchable are his judgments and how
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inscrutable his ways! “For who has known the mind of
the Lord, or who has been his counselor?” “Or who 
has given a gift to him that he might be repaid?” For 
from him and through him and to him are all things. 
To him be glory for ever. Amen. I appeal to you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of  God, to present 
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to
God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be 
conformed to this world but be transformed by the 
renewal of  your mind, that you may prove what is the 
will of  God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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