
YEAR 1, PROPER 11, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

A'chan AY-kuhn
A'i AY-igh
Car'mi KAHR-migh
Zab'di ZAB-digh
Ze'rah ZEE-ruh
Sheb'arim SHEB-uh-rim

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Joshua
But the people of  Israel broke faith in regard to the 
devoted things; for A'chan the son of  Car'mi, son of  
Zab'di, son of  Ze'rah, of  the tribe of  Judah, took 
some of  the devoted things; and the anger of  the 
LORD burned against the people of  Israel. Joshua sent
men from Jericho to A'i, which is near Beth-a'ven, east
of  Bethel, and said to them, “Go up and spy out the 
land.” And the men went up and spied out A'i. And 
they returned to Joshua, and said to him, “Let not all 
the people go up, but let about two or three thousand 
men go up and attack A'i; do not make the whole 
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people toil up there, for they are but few.” So about 
three thousand went up there from the people; and 
they fled before the men of  A'i, and the men of  A'i 
killed about thirty-six men of  them, and chased them 
before the gate as far as Sheb'arim, and slew them at 
the descent. And the hearts of  the people melted, and 
became as water. Then Joshua rent his clothes, and fell
to the earth upon his face before the ark of  the LORD 
until the evening, he and the elders of  Israel; and they 
put dust upon their heads. And Joshua said, “Alas, O 
Lord GOD, why hast thou brought this people over the
Jordan at all, to give us into the hands of  the 
Am'orites, to destroy us? Would that we had been 
content to dwell beyond the Jordan! O Lord, what can 
I say, when Israel has turned their backs before their 
enemies! For the Canaanites and all the inhabitants of  
the land will hear of  it, and will surround us, and cut 
off  our name from the earth; and what wilt thou do 
for thy great name?” The LORD said to Joshua, “Arise, 
why have you thus fallen upon your face? Israel has 
sinned; they have transgressed my covenant which I 
commanded them; they have taken some of  the 
devoted things; they have stolen, and lied, and put 
them among their own stuff. Therefore the people of  
Israel cannot stand before their enemies; they turn 
their backs before their enemies, because they have 
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become a thing for destruction. I will be with you no 
more, unless you destroy the devoted things from 
among you. Up, sanctify the people, and say, ‘Sanctify 
yourselves for tomorrow; for thus says the LORD, God
of  Israel, “There are devoted things in the midst of  
you, O Israel; you cannot stand before your enemies, 
until you take away the devoted things from among 
you.” ’ ”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
Again Jesus began to teach beside the sea. And a very 
large crowd gathered about him, so that he got into a 
boat and sat in it on the sea; and the whole crowd was 
beside the sea on the land. And he taught them many 
things in parables, and in his teaching he said to them: 
“Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, 
some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and 
devoured it. Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it 
had not much soil, and immediately it sprang up, since 
it had no depth of  soil; and when the sun rose it was 
scorched, and since it had no root it withered away. 
Other seed fell among thorns and the thorns grew up 
and choked it, and it yielded no grain. And other seeds
fell into good soil and brought forth grain, growing up
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and increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and
a hundredfold.” And he said, “He who has ears to 
hear, let him hear.” And when he was alone, those who
were about him with the twelve asked him concerning 
the parables. And he said to them, “To you has been 
given the secret of  the kingdom of  God, but for those
outside everything is in parables; so that they may 
indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but 
not understand; lest they should turn again, and be 
forgiven.” And he said to them, “Do you not 
understand this parable? How then will you 
understand all the parables? The sower sows the word.
And these are the ones along the path, where the word
is sown; when they hear, Satan immediately comes and
takes away the word which is sown in them. And these
in like manner are the ones sown upon rocky ground, 
who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it 
with joy; and they have no root in themselves, but 
endure for a while; then, when tribulation or 
persecution arises on account of  the word, 
immediately they fall away. And others are the ones 
sown among thorns; they are those who hear the 
word, but the cares of  the world, and the delight in 
riches, and the desire for other things, enter in and 
choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. But those 
that were sown upon the good soil are the ones who 
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hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold 
and sixtyfold and a hundredfold.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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