
YEAR 1, PROPER 12, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
Just as David sent Abner away, the servants of  David 
arrived with Jo'ab from a raid, bringing much spoil 
with them. But Abner was not with David at He'bron, 
for he had sent him away, and he had gone in peace. 
When Jo'ab and all the army that was with him came, 
it was told Jo'ab, “Abner the son of  Ner came to the 
king, and he has let him go, and he has gone in peace.”
Then Jo'ab went to the king and said, “What have you 
done? Behold, Abner came to you; why is it that you 
have sent him away, so that he is gone? You know that 
Abner the son of  Ner came to deceive you, and to 
know your going out and your coming in, and to know
all that you are doing.” When Jo'ab came out from 
David’s presence, he sent messengers after Abner, and 
they brought him back from the cistern of  Si'rah; but 
David did not know about it. And when Abner 
returned to He'bron, Jo'ab took him aside into the 
midst of  the gate to speak with him privately, and 
there he smote him in the belly, so that he died, for the
blood of  As'ahel his brother. Afterward, when David 
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heard of  it, he said, “I and my kingdom are for ever 
guiltless before the LORD for the blood of  Abner the 
son of  Ner. May it fall upon the head of  Jo'ab, and 
upon all his father’s house; and may the house of  Jo'ab
never be without one who has a discharge, or who is 
leprous, or who holds a spindle, or who is slain by the 
sword, or who lacks bread!” So Jo'ab and Abi'shai his 
brother slew Abner, because he had killed their 
brother As'ahel in the battle at Gibeon. Then David 
said to Jo'ab and to all the people who were with him, 
“Rend your clothes, and gird on sackcloth, and mourn 
before Abner.” And King David followed the bier. 
They buried Abner at He'bron; and the king lifted up 
his voice and wept at the grave of  Abner; and all the 
people wept. And the king lamented for Abner, saying,
“Should Abner die as a fool dies? Your hands were not
bound, your feet were not fettered; as one falls before 
the wicked you have fallen.” And all the people wept 
again over him. Then all the people came to persuade 
David to eat bread while it was yet day; but David 
swore, saying, “God do so to me and more also, if  I 
taste bread or anything else till the sun goes down!” 
And all the people took notice of  it, and it pleased 
them; as everything that the king did pleased all the 
people. So all the people and all Israel understood that 
day that it had not been the king’s will to slay Abner 
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the son of  Ner. And the king said to his servants, “Do
you not know that a prince and a great man has fallen 
this day in Israel? And I am this day weak, though 
anointed king; these men the sons of  Zeru'iah are too 
hard for me. The LORD requite the evildoer according 
to his wickedness!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
As we were going to the place of  prayer, we were met 
by a slave girl who had a spirit of  divination and 
brought her owners much gain by soothsaying. She 
followed Paul and us, crying, “These men are servants 
of  the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way 
of  salvation.” And this she did for many days. But Paul
was annoyed, and turned and said to the spirit, “I 
charge you in the name of  Jesus Christ to come out of
her.” And it came out that very hour. But when her 
owners saw that their hope of  gain was gone, they 
seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 
market place before the rulers; and when they had 
brought them to the magistrates they said, “These men
are Jews and they are disturbing our city. They 
advocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans
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to accept or practice.” The crowd joined in attacking 
them; and the magistrates tore the garments off  them 
and gave orders to beat them with rods. And when 
they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw 
them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them 
safely. Having received this charge, he put them into 
the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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