
YEAR 1, PROPER 12, THURSDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
When Ish-bo'sheth, Saul’s son, heard that Abner had 
died at He'bron, his courage failed, and all Israel was 
dismayed. Now Saul’s son had two men who were 
captains of  raiding bands; the name of  the one was 
Ba'anah, and the name of  the other Re'chab, sons of  
Rim'mon a man of  Benjamin from Be-er'oth (for Be-
er'oth also is reckoned to Benjamin; the Be-er'othites 
fled to Gitta'im, and have been sojourners there to this
day). Jonathan, the son of  Saul, had a son who was 
crippled in his feet. He was five years old when the 
news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel; and 
his nurse took him up, and fled; and, as she fled in her 
haste, he fell, and became lame. And his name was 
Mephib'osheth. Now the sons of  Rim'mon the Be-
er'othite, Re'chab and Ba'anah, set out, and about the 
heat of  the day they came to the house of  Ish-
bo'sheth, as he was taking his noonday rest. And 
behold, the doorkeeper of  the house had been 
cleaning wheat, but she grew drowsy and slept; so 
Re'chab and Ba'anah his brother slipped in. When they
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came into the house, as he lay on his bed in his 
bedchamber, they smote him, and slew him, and 
beheaded him. They took his head, and went by the 
way of  the Arabah all night, and brought the head of  
Ish-bo'sheth to David at Hebron. And they said to the
king, “Here is the head of  Ish-bo'sheth, the son of  
Saul, your enemy, who sought your life; the LORD has 
avenged my lord the king this day on Saul and on his 
offspring.” But David answered Re'chab and Ba'anah 
his brother, the sons of  Rim'mon the Be-er'othite, “As
the LORD lives, who has redeemed my life out of  
every adversity, when one told me, ‘Behold, Saul is 
dead,’ and thought he was bringing good news, I 
seized him and slew him at Ziklag, which was the 
reward I gave him for his news. How much more, 
when wicked men have slain a righteous man in his 
own house upon his bed, shall I not now require his 
blood at your hand, and destroy you from the earth?” 
And David commanded his young men, and they 
killed them, and cut off  their hands and feet, and 
hanged them beside the pool at He'bron. But they 
took the head of  Ish-bo'sheth, and buried it in the 
tomb of  Abner at Hebron.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
But about midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and 
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were 
listening to them, and suddenly there was a great 
earthquake, so that the foundations of  the prison were
shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened 
and every one’s fetters were unfastened. When the 
jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, 
he drew his sword and was about to kill himself, 
supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul 
cried with a loud voice, “Do not harm yourself, for we
are all here.” And he called for lights and rushed in, 
and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and 
Silas, and brought them out and said, “Men, what must
I do to be saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
And they spoke the word of  the Lord to him and to all
that were in his house. And he took them the same 
hour of  the night, and washed their wounds, and he 
was baptized at once, with all his family. Then he 
brought them up into his house, and set food before 
them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he 
had believed in God. But when it was day, the 
magistrates sent the police, saying, “Let those men 
go.” And the jailer reported the words to Paul, saying, 
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“The magistrates have sent to let you go; now 
therefore come out and go in peace.” But Paul said to 
them, “They have beaten us publicly, uncondemned, 
men who are Roman citizens, and have thrown us into
prison; and do they now cast us out secretly? No! let 
them come themselves and take us out.” The police 
reported these words to the magistrates, and they were
afraid when they heard that they were Roman citizens; 
so they came and apologized to them. And they took 
them out and asked them to leave the city. So they 
went out of  the prison, and visited Lydia; and when 
they had seen the brethren, they exhorted them and 
departed.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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