
YEAR 1, PROPER 13, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Abim'elech uh-BIM-uh-lek
Abiez'rites Ab-i-EEZ-rights
Jerubba'al jer-uh-BAY-uhl
Abim'elech uh-BIM-uh-lek
Ba'al-be'rith BAY-uhl-BEE-rith

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
Then the men of  Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, 
you and your son and your grandson also; for you have
delivered us out of  the hand of  Mid'ian.” Gideon said 
to them, “I will not rule over you, and my son will not 
rule over you; the LORD will rule over you.” And 
Gideon said to them, “Let me make a request of  you; 
give me every man of  you the earrings of  his spoil.” 
(For they had golden earrings, because they were 
Ish'maelites.) And they answered, “We will willingly 
give them.” And they spread a garment, and every 
man cast in it the earrings of  his spoil. And the weight
of  the golden earrings that he requested was one 
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thousand seven hundred shekels of  gold; besides the 
crescents and the pendants and the purple garments 
worn by the kings of  Mid'ian, and besides the collars 
that were about the necks of  their camels. And 
Gideon made an ephod of  it and put it in his city, in 
O'phrah; and all Israel played the harlot after it there, 
and it became a snare to Gideon and to his family. So 
Mid'ian was subdued before the people of  Israel, and 
they lifted up their heads no more. And the land had 
rest forty years in the days of  Gideon. Jerubba'al the 
son of  Jo'ash went and dwelt in his own house. Now 
Gideon had seventy sons, his own offspring, for he 
had many wives. And his concubine who was in 
Shechem also bore him a son, and he called his name 
Abim'elech. And Gideon the son of  Jo'ash died in a 
good old age, and was buried in the tomb of  Jo'ash his
father, at O'phrah of  the Abiez'rites. As soon as 
Gideon died, the people of  Israel turned again and 
played the harlot after the Ba'als, and made Ba'al-
be'rith their god. And the people of  Israel did not 
remember the LORD their God, who had rescued 
them from the hand of  all their enemies on every side;
and they did not show kindness to the family of  
Jerubba'al (that is, Gideon) in return for all the good 
that he had done to Israel.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 1, PROPER 13, THURSDAY: EVENING PRAYER

JUDGES 8:22–35; MARK 9:2–13



The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And after six days Jesus took with him Peter and James
and John, and led them up a high mountain apart by 
themselves; and he was transfigured before them, and 
his garments became glistening, intensely white, as no 
fuller on earth could bleach them. And there appeared 
to them Eli'jah with Moses; and they were talking to 
Jesus. And Peter said to Jesus, “Master, it is well that 
we are here; let us make three booths, one for you and 
one for Moses and one for Eli'jah.” For he did not 
know what to say, for they were exceedingly afraid. 
And a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice came 
out of  the cloud, “This is my beloved Son; listen to 
him.” And suddenly looking around they no longer 
saw any one with them but Jesus only. And as they 
were coming down the mountain, he charged them to 
tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of  man 
should have risen from the dead. So they kept the 
matter to themselves, questioning what the rising from
the dead meant. And they asked him, “Why do the 
scribes say that first Eli'jah must come?” And he said 
to them, “Eli'jah does come first to restore all things; 
and how is it written of  the Son of  man, that he 
should suffer many things and be treated with 
contempt? But I tell you that Eli'jah has come, and 
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they did to him whatever they pleased, as it is written 
of  him.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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