
YEAR 1, PROPER 13, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Abim'elech uh-BIM-uh-lek
Jerubba'al jer-uh-BAY-uhl
Beth-millo beth-MIL-oh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Judges
Now Abim'elech the son of  Jerubba'al went to 
Shechem to his mother’s kinsmen and said to them 
and to the whole clan of  his mother’s family, “Say in 
the ears of  all the citizens of  Shechem, ‘Which is 
better for you, that all seventy of  the sons of  
Jerubba'al rule over you, or that one rule over you?’ 
Remember also that I am your bone and your flesh.” 
And his mother’s kinsmen spoke all these words on his
behalf  in the ears of  all the men of  Shechem; and 
their hearts inclined to follow Abim'elech, for they 
said, “He is our brother.” And they gave him seventy 
pieces of  silver out of  the house of  Ba'al-be'rith with 
which Abim'elech hired worthless and reckless fellows,
who followed him. And he went to his father’s house 
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at O'phrah, and slew his brothers the sons of  
Jerubba'al, seventy men, upon one stone; but Jo'tham 
the youngest son of  Jerubba'al was left, for he hid 
himself. And all the citizens of  Shechem came 
together, and all Beth-millo, and they went and made 
Abim'elech king, by the oak of  the pillar at Shechem. 
When it was told to Jotham, he went and stood on the 
top of  Mount Ger'izim, and cried aloud and said to 
them, “Listen to me, you men of  Shechem, that God 
may listen to you. The trees once went forth to anoint 
a king over them; and they said to the olive tree, ‘Reign
over us.’ But the olive tree said to them, ‘Shall I leave 
my fatness, by which gods and men are honored, and 
go to sway over the trees?’ And the trees said to the fig
tree, ‘Come you, and reign over us.’ But the fig tree 
said to them, ‘Shall I leave my sweetness and my good 
fruit, and go to sway over the trees?’ And the trees said
to the vine, ‘Come you, and reign over us.’ But the vine
said to them, ‘Shall I leave my wine which cheers gods 
and men, and go to sway over the trees?’ Then all the 
trees said to the bramble, ‘Come you, and reign over 
us.’ And the bramble said to the trees, ‘If  in good faith
you are anointing me king over you, then come and 
take refuge in my shade; but if  not, let fire come out 
of  the bramble and devour the cedars of  Lebanon.’ 
Now therefore, if  you acted in good faith and honor 
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when you made Abim'elech king, and if  you have dealt
well with Jerubba'al and his house, and have done to 
him as his deeds deserved—if  you then have acted in 
good faith and honor with Jerubba'al and with his 
house this day, then rejoice in Abim'elech, and let him 
also rejoice in you; but if  not, let fire come out from 
Abim'elech, and devour the citizens of  Shechem, and 
Beth-millo; and let fire come out from the citizens of  
Shechem, and from Beth-millo, and devour 
Abim'elech.” And Jo'tham ran away and fled, and went
to Beer and dwelt there, for fear of  Abim'elech his 
brother.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel according to Mark
And when Jesus with Peter, James, and John came to 
the disciples, they saw a great crowd about them, and 
scribes arguing with them. And immediately all the 
crowd, when they saw him, were greatly amazed, and 
ran up to him and greeted him. And he asked them, 
“What are you discussing with them?” And one of  the
crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to 
you, for he has a dumb spirit; and wherever it seizes 
him, it dashes him down; and he foams and grinds his 
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teeth and becomes rigid; and I asked your disciples to 
cast it out, and they were not able.” And he answered 
them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be 
with you? How long am I to bear with you? Bring him 
to me.” And they brought the boy to him; and when 
the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, 
and he fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at
the mouth. And Jesus asked his father, “How long has 
he had this?” And he said, “From childhood. And it 
has often cast him into the fire and into the water, to 
destroy him; but if  you can do anything, have pity on 
us and help us.” And Jesus said to him, “If  you can! 
All things are possible to him who believes.” 
Immediately the father of  the child cried out and said, 
“I believe; help my unbelief!” And when Jesus saw 
that a crowd came running together, he rebuked the 
unclean spirit, saying to it, “You dumb and deaf  spirit, 
I command you, come out of  him, and never enter 
him again.” And after crying out and convulsing him 
terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a corpse; so 
that most of  them said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took 
him by the hand and lifted him up, and he arose. And 
when he had entered the house, his disciples asked 
him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” And he 
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said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by 
anything but prayer.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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