
YEAR 1, PROPER 14, THURSDAY, MORNING 
PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Ma'haneh-dan MAY-hah-nuh-dan
Esh'-taol ESH-tay-ohl
Ge'shur GEE-shur (G is hard)
Ar'am AR-uhm
Ahith'ophel uh-HITH-o-fel
Gi'lonite GIGH-low-nite (G is hard)
Gi'loh GIGH-low (G is hard)
Cher'ethites KER-i-thights
Pel'ethites PEL-uh-thights
Git'tites GIT-tights (G is hard)

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
After this Ab'salom got himself  a chariot and horses, 
and fifty men to run before him. And Ab'salom used 
to rise early and stand beside the way of  the gate; and 
when any man had a suit to come before the king for 
judgment, Ab'salom would call to him, and say, “From
what city are you?” And when he said, “Your servant 
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is of  such and such a tribe in Israel,” Ab'salom would 
say to him, “See, your claims are good and right; but 
there is no man deputed by the king to hear you.” 
Ab'salom said moreover, “Oh that I were judge in the 
land! Then every man with a suit or cause might come 
to me, and I would give him justice.” And whenever a 
man came near to do obeisance to him, he would put 
out his hand, and take hold of  him, and kiss him. 
Thus Ab'salom did to all of  Israel who came to the 
king for judgment; so Ab'salom stole the hearts of  the 
men of  Israel. And at the end of  four years Ab'salom 
said to the king, “Pray let me go and pay my vow, 
which I have vowed to the LORD, in He'bron. For your
servant vowed a vow while I dwelt at Ge'shur in 
Ar'am, saying, ‘If  the LORD will indeed bring me back 
to Jerusalem, then I will offer worship to the LORD.’ ” 
The king said to him, “Go in peace.” So he arose, and 
went to He'bron. But Ab'salom sent secret messengers
throughout all the tribes of  Israel, saying, “As soon as 
you hear the sound of  the trumpet, then say, ‘Ab'salom
is king at He'bron!’ ” With Ab'salom went two 
hundred men from Jerusalem who were invited guests,
and they went in their simplicity, and knew nothing. 
And while Ab'salom was offering the sacrifices, he 
sent for Ahith'ophel the Gi'lonite, David’s counselor, 
from his city Gi'loh. And the conspiracy grew strong, 
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and the people with Ab'salom kept increasing. And a 
messenger came to David, saying, “The hearts of  the 
men of  Israel have gone after Ab'salom.” Then David 
said to all his servants who were with him at 
Jerusalem, “Arise, and let us flee; or else there will be 
no escape for us from Ab'salom; go in haste, lest he 
overtake us quickly, and bring down evil upon us, and 
smite the city with the edge of  the sword.” And the 
king’s servants said to the king, “Behold, your servants
are ready to do whatever my lord the king decides.” So
the king went forth, and all his household after him. 
And the king left ten concubines to keep the house. 
And the king went forth, and all the people after him; 
and they halted at the last house. And all his servants 
passed by him; and all the Cher'ethites, and all the 
Pel'ethites, and all the six hundred Git'tites who had 
followed him from Gath, passed on before the king.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
When the seven days of  purification were almost 
completed, the Jews from Asia, who had seen Paul in 
the temple, stirred up all the crowd, and laid hands on 
him, crying out, “Men of  Israel, help! This is the man 
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who is teaching men everywhere against the people 
and the law and this place; moreover he also brought 
Greeks into the temple, and he has defiled this holy 
place.” For they had previously seen Troph'imus the 
Ephesian with him in the city, and they supposed that 
Paul had brought him into the temple. Then all the city
was aroused, and the people ran together; they seized 
Paul and dragged him out of  the temple, and at once 
the gates were shut. And as they were trying to kill 
him, word came to the tribune of  the cohort that all 
Jerusalem was in confusion. He at once took soldiers 
and centurions, and ran down to them; and when they 
saw the tribune and the soldiers, they stopped beating 
Paul. Then the tribune came up and arrested him, and 
ordered him to be bound with two chains. He inquired
who he was and what he had done. Some in the crowd
shouted one thing, some another; and as he could not 
learn the facts because of  the uproar, he ordered him 
to be brought into the barracks. And when he came to
the steps, he was actually carried by the soldiers 
because of  the violence of  the crowd; for the mob of  
the people followed, crying, “Away with him!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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