
YEAR 1, PROPER 16, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Arau'nah uh-RAW-nuh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  Samuel
Again the anger of  the LORD was kindled against 
Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, “Go, 
number Israel and Judah.” So the king said to Jo'ab 
and the commanders of  the army, who were with him,
“Go through all the tribes of  Israel, from Dan to 
Beer-sheba, and number the people, that I may know 
the number of  the people.” But David’s heart smote 
him after he had numbered the people. And David 
said to the LORD, “I have sinned greatly in what I have
done. But now, O LORD, I pray thee, take away the 
iniquity of  thy servant; for I have done very foolishly.”
And when David arose in the morning, the word of  
the LORD came to the prophet Gad, David’s seer, 
saying, “Go and say to David, ‘Thus says the LORD, 
Three things I offer you; choose one of  them, that I 
may do it to you.’ ” So Gad came to David and told 
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him, and said to him, “Shall three years of  famine 
come to you in your land? Or will you flee three 
months before your foes while they pursue you? Or 
shall there be three days’ pestilence in your land? Now 
consider, and decide what answer I shall return to him 
who sent me.” Then David said to Gad, “I am in great
distress; let us fall into the hand of  the LORD, for his 
mercy is great; but let me not fall into the hand of  
man.” So the LORD sent a pestilence upon Israel from 
the morning until the appointed time; and there died 
of  the people from Dan to Beer-sheba seventy 
thousand men. And when the angel stretched forth his
hand toward Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD 
repented of  the evil, and said to the angel who was 
working destruction among the people, “It is enough; 
now stay your hand.” And the angel of  the LORD was 
by the threshing floor of  Arau'nah the Jeb'usite. Then 
David spoke to the LORD when he saw the angel who 
was smiting the people, and said, “Lo, I have sinned, 
and I have done wickedly; but these sheep, what have 
they done? Let thy hand, I pray thee, be against me 
and against my father’s house.” And Gad came that 
day to David, and said to him, “Go up, rear an altar to 
the LORD on the threshing floor of  Arau'nah the 
Jeb'usite.” So David went up at Gad’s word, as the 
LORD commanded. And when Arau'nah looked down,
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he saw the king and his servants coming on toward 
him; and Arau'nah went forth, and did obeisance to 
the king with his face to the ground. And Arau'nah 
said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” 
David said, “To buy the threshing floor of  you, in 
order to build an altar to the LORD, that the plague 
may be averted from the people.” Then Arau'nah said 
to David, “Let my lord the king take and offer up what
seems good to him; here are the oxen for the burnt 
offering, and the threshing sledges and the yokes of  
the oxen for the wood. All this, O king, Arau'nah gives
to the king.” And Arau'nah said to the king, “The 
LORD your God accept you.” But the king said to 
Arau'nah, “No, but I will buy it of  you for a price; I 
will not offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God 
which cost me nothing.” So David bought the 
threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of  silver. 
And David built there an altar to the LORD, and 
offered burnt offerings and peace offerings. So the 
LORD heeded supplications for the land, and the 
plague was averted from Israel.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  Paul to the 
Galatians
Now before faith came, we were confined under the 
law, kept under restraint until faith should be revealed. 
So that the law was our custodian until Christ came, 
that we might be justified by faith. But now that faith 
has come, we are no longer under a custodian; for in 
Christ Jesus you are all sons of  God, through faith. 
For as many of  you as were baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female;
for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if  you are 
Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs 
according to promise. I mean that the heir, as long as 
he is a child, is no better than a slave, though he is the 
owner of  all the estate; but he is under guardians and 
trustees until the date set by the father. So with us; 
when we were children, we were slaves to the 
elemental spirits of  the universe. But when the time 
had fully come, God sent forth his Son, born of  
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 
as sons. And because you are sons, God has sent the 
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Spirit of  his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” So through God you are no longer a slave but
a son, and if  a son then an heir.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 1, PROPER 16, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

2 SAMUEL 24:1–2, 10–25; GALATIANS 3:23–4:7


