
YEAR 1, PROPER 16, MONDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Ab'ishag AB-i-shag
Zerui'ah zer-ruu-IGH-uh
Abi'athar uh-BIGH-uh-thahr
Za'dok ZAY-dahk
Benai'ah bee-NAY-uh
Jehoi'ada ji-HOY-uh-duh
Shim'e-i, SHIM-i-igh
Re'i REE-igh

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
Now King David was old and advanced in years; and 
although they covered him with clothes, he could not 
get warm. Therefore his servants said to him, “Let a 
young maiden be sought for my lord the king, and let 
her wait upon the king, and be his nurse; let her lie in 
your bosom, that my lord the king may be warm.” So 
they sought for a beautiful maiden throughout all the 
territory of  Israel, and found Ab'ishag the 
Shu'nammite, and brought her to the king. The maiden
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was very beautiful; and she became the king’s nurse 
and ministered to him; but the king knew her not. 
Now Adoni'jah the son of  Hag'gith exalted himself, 
saying, “I will be king”; and he prepared for himself  
chariots and horsemen, and fifty men to run before 
him. His father had never at any time displeased him 
by asking, “Why have you done thus and so?” He was 
also a very handsome man; and he was born next after
Ab'salom. He conferred with Jo'ab the son of  Zeru'iah
and with Abi'athar the priest; and they followed 
Adoni'jah and helped him. But Za'dok the priest, and 
Benai'ah the son of  Jehoi'ada, and Nathan the 
prophet, and Shim'e-i, and Re'i, and David’s mighty 
men were not with Adoni'jah. Adoni'jah sacrificed 
sheep, oxen, and fatlings by the Serpent’s Stone, which
is beside En-ro'gel, and he invited all his brothers, the 
king’s sons, and all the royal officials of  Judah, but he 
did not invite Nathan the prophet or Benai'ah or the 
mighty men or Solomon his brother. Then Nathan 
said to Bathshe'ba the mother of  Solomon, “Have you
not heard that Adoni'jah the son of  Hag'gith has 
become king and David our lord does not know it? 
Now therefore come, let me give you counsel, that you
may save your own life and the life of  your son 
Solomon. Go in at once to King David, and say to 
him, ‘Did you not, my lord the king, swear to your 
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maidservant, saying, “Solomon your son shall reign 
after me, and he shall sit upon my throne”? Why then 
is Adoni'jah king?’ Then while you are still speaking 
with the king, I also will come in after you and 
confirm your words.” So Bathshe'ba went to the king 
into his chamber (now the king was very old, and 
Ab'ishag the Shu'nammite was ministering to the 
king). Bathshe'ba bowed and did obeisance to the king,
and the king said, “What do you desire?” She said to 
him, “My lord, you swore to your maidservant by the 
LORD your God, saying, ‘Solomon your son shall reign
after me, and he shall sit upon my throne.’  And now, 
behold, Adoni'jah is king, although you, my lord the 
king, do not know it. He has sacrificed oxen, fatlings, 
and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the sons 
of  the king, Abi'athar the priest, and Jo'ab the 
commander of  the army; but Solomon your servant he
has not invited. And now, my lord the king, the eyes 
of  all Israel are upon you, to tell them who shall sit on 
the throne of  my lord the king after him. Otherwise it 
will come to pass, when my lord the king sleeps with 
his fathers, that I and my son Solomon will be counted
offenders.” While she was still speaking with the king, 
Nathan the prophet came in. And they told the king, 
“Here is Nathan the prophet.” And when he came in 
before the king, he bowed before the king, with his 
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face to the ground. And Nathan said, “My lord the 
king, have you said, ‘Adoni'jah shall reign after me, and
he shall sit upon my throne’? For he has gone down 
this day, and has sacrificed oxen, fatlings, and sheep in 
abundance, and has invited all the king’s sons, Jo'ab the
commander of  the army, and Abi'athar the priest; and 
behold, they are eating and drinking before him, and 
saying, ‘Long live King Adoni'jah!’ But me, your 
servant, and Za'dok the priest, and Benai'ah the son of
Jehoi'ada, and your servant Solomon, he has not 
invited. Has this thing been brought about by my lord 
the king and you have not told your servants who 
should sit on the throne of  my lord the king after 
him?” Then King David answered, “Call Bathshe'ba to
me.” So she came into the king’s presence, and stood 
before the king. And the king swore, saying, “As the 
LORD lives, who has redeemed my soul out of  every 
adversity, as I swore to you by the LORD, the God of  
Israel, saying, ‘Solomon your son shall reign after me, 
and he shall sit upon my throne in my stead’; even so 
will I do this day.” Then Bathshe'ba bowed with her 
face to the ground, and did obeisance to the king, and 
said, “May my lord King David live for ever!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
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A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Agrippa said to Paul, “You have permission to speak 
for yourself.” Then Paul stretched out his hand and 
made his defense: “I think myself  fortunate that it is 
before you, King Agrippa, I am to make my defense 
today against all the accusations of  the Jews, because 
you are especially familiar with all customs and 
controversies of  the Jews; therefore I beg you to listen
to me patiently. My manner of  life from my youth, 
spent from the beginning among my own nation and 
at Jerusalem, is known by all the Jews. They have 
known for a long time, if  they are willing to testify, 
that according to the strictest party of  our religion I 
have lived as a Pharisee. And now I stand here on trial 
for hope in the promise made by God to our fathers, 
to which our twelve tribes hope to attain, as they 
earnestly worship night and day. And for this hope I 
am accused by Jews, O king! Why is it thought 
incredible by any of  you that God raises the dead? I 
myself  was convinced that I ought to do many things 
in opposing the name of  Jesus of  Nazareth. And I did
so in Jerusalem; I not only shut up many of  the saints 
in prison, by authority from the chief  priests, but 
when they were put to death I cast my vote against 
them. And I punished them often in all the 
synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme; and in 
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raging fury against them, I persecuted them even to 
foreign cities. Thus I journeyed to Damascus with the 
authority and commission of  the chief  priests. At 
midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from heaven, 
brighter than the sun, shining round me and those 
who journeyed with me. And when we had all fallen to
the ground, I heard a voice saying to me in the 
Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute 
me? It hurts you to kick against the goads.’ And I said, 
‘Who are you, Lord?’ And the Lord said, ‘I am Jesus 
whom you are persecuting. But rise and stand upon 
your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, 
to appoint you to serve and bear witness to the things 
in which you have seen me and to those in which I will
appear to you, delivering you from the people and 
from the Gentiles—to whom I send you to open their 
eyes, that they may turn from darkness to light and 
from the power of  Satan to God, that they may 
receive forgiveness of  sins and a place among those 
who are sanctified by faith in me.’ Wherefore, O King 
Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision, 
but declared first to those at Damascus, then at 
Jerusalem and throughout all the country of  Judea, 
and also to the Gentiles, that they should repent and 
turn to God and perform deeds worthy of  their 
repentance. For this reason the Jews seized me in the 
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temple and tried to kill me. To this day I have had the 
help that comes from God, and so I stand here 
testifying both to small and great, saying nothing but 
what the prophets and Moses said would come to 
pass: that the Christ must suffer, and that, by being the
first to rise from the dead, he would proclaim light 
both to the people and to the Gentiles.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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