
YEAR 1, PROPER 16, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
Solomon made a marriage alliance with Pharaoh king 
of  Egypt; he took Pharaoh’s daughter, and brought 
her into the city of  David, until he had finished 
building his own house and the house of  the LORD 
and the wall around Jerusalem. The people were 
sacrificing at the high places, however, because no 
house had yet been built for the name of  the LORD. 
Solomon loved the LORD, walking in the statutes of  
David his father; only, he sacrificed and burnt incense 
at the high places. And the king went to Gibeon to 
sacrifice there, for that was the great high place; 
Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings 
upon that altar. At Gibeon the LORD appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask 
what I shall give you.” And Solomon said, “Thou hast 
shown great and steadfast love to thy servant David 
my father, because he walked before thee in 
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of  
heart toward thee; and thou hast kept for him this 
great and steadfast love, and hast given him a son to sit
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on his throne this day. And now, O LORD my God, 
thou hast made thy servant king in place of  David my 
father, although I am but a little child; I do not know 
how to go out or come in. And thy servant is in the 
midst of  thy people whom thou hast chosen, a great 
people, that cannot be numbered or counted for 
multitude. Give thy servant therefore an understanding
mind to govern thy people, that I may discern between
good and evil; for who is able to govern this thy great 
people?” It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked 
this. And God said to him, “Because you have asked 
this, and have not asked for yourself  long life or riches
or the life of  your enemies, but have asked for 
yourself  understanding to discern what is right, 
behold, I now do according to your word. Behold, I 
give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like 
you has been before you and none like you shall arise 
after you. I give you also what you have not asked, 
both riches and honor, so that no other king shall 
compare with you, all your days. And if  you will walk 
in my ways, keeping my statutes and my 
commandments, as your father David walked, then I 
will lengthen your days.” And Solomon awoke, and 
behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem, 
and stood before the ark of  the covenant of  the 
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LORD, and offered up burnt offerings and peace 
offerings, and made a feast for all his servants.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

For use with the Second Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Cauda CAW-duh
Syr'tis SUR-tis

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
As much time had been lost, and the voyage was 
already dangerous because the fast had already gone 
by, Paul advised them, saying, “Sirs, I perceive that the 
voyage will be with injury and much loss, not only of  
the cargo and the ship, but also of  our lives.” But the 
centurion paid more attention to the captain and to 
the owner of  the ship than to what Paul said. And 
because the harbor was not suitable to winter in, the 
majority advised to put to sea from there, on the 
chance that somehow they could reach Phoenix, a 
harbor of  Crete, looking northeast and southeast, and 
winter there. And when the south wind blew gently, 
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supposing that they had obtained their purpose, they 
weighed anchor and sailed along Crete, close inshore. 
But soon a tempestuous wind, called the northeaster, 
struck down from the land; and when the ship was 
caught and could not face the wind, we gave way to it 
and were driven. And running under the lee of  a small
island called Cauda, we managed with difficulty to 
secure the boat; after hoisting it up, they took 
measures to undergird the ship; then, fearing that they 
should run on the Syr'tis, they lowered the gear, and so
were driven. As we were violently storm-tossed, they 
began next day to throw the cargo overboard; and the 
third day they cast out with their own hands the tackle 
of  the ship. And when neither sun nor stars appeared 
for many a day, and no small tempest lay on us, all 
hope of  our being saved was at last abandoned. As 
they had been long without food, Paul then came 
forward among them and said, “Men, you should have
listened to me, and should not have set sail from Crete
and incurred this injury and loss. I now bid you take 
heart; for there will be no loss of  life among you, but 
only of  the ship. For this very night there stood by me
an angel of  the God to whom I belong and whom I 
worship, and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must
stand before Caesar; and lo, God has granted you all 
those who sail with you.’ So take heart, men, for I have

YEAR 1, PROPER 16, WEDNESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

1 KINGS 3:1–15; ACTS 27:9–26



faith in God that it will be exactly as I have been told. 
But we shall have to run on some island.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord. 
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