
YEAR 1, PROPER 17, THURSDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Che'mosh KEE-mahsh
Mo'lech MO-lahk

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
Now King Solomon loved many foreign women: the 
daughter of  Pharaoh, and Moabite, Am'monite, 
E'domite, Sido'nian, and Hit'tite women, from the 
nations concerning which the LORD had said to the 
people of  Israel, “You shall not enter into marriage 
with them, neither shall they with you, for surely they 
will turn away your heart after their gods”; Solomon 
clung to these in love. He had seven hundred wives, 
princesses, and three hundred concubines; and his 
wives turned away his heart. For when Solomon was 
old his wives turned away his heart after other gods; 
and his heart was not wholly true to the LORD his 
God, as was the heart of  David his father. For 
Solomon went after Ash'toreth the goddess of  the 
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Sido'nians, and after Milcom the abomination of  the 
Am'monites. So Solomon did what was evil in the 
sight of  the LORD, and did not wholly follow the 
LORD, as David his father had done. Then Solomon 
built a high place for Che'mosh the abomination of  
Moab, and for Mo'lech the abomination of  the 
Am'monites, on the mountain east of  Jerusalem. And 
so he did for all his foreign wives, who burned incense
and sacrificed to their gods. And the LORD was angry 
with Solomon, because his heart had turned away 
from the LORD, the God of  Israel, who had appeared 
to him twice, and had commanded him concerning 
this thing, that he should not go after other gods; but 
he did not keep what the LORD commanded. 
Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, “Since this has 
been your mind and you have not kept my covenant 
and my statutes which I have commanded you, I will 
surely tear the kingdom from you and will give it to 
your servant. Yet for the sake of  David your father I 
will not do it in your days, but I will tear it out of  the 
hand of  your son. However I will not tear away all the 
kingdom; but I will give one tribe to your son, for the 
sake of  David my servant and for the sake of  
Jerusalem which I have chosen.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  James
Who is wise and understanding among you? By his 
good life let him show his works in the meekness of  
wisdom. But if  you have bitter jealousy and selfish 
ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to 
the truth. This wisdom is not such as comes down 
from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For 
where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be 
disorder and every vile practice. But the wisdom from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to 
reason, full of  mercy and good fruits, without 
uncertainty or insincerity. And the harvest of  
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make 
peace. What causes wars, and what causes fightings 
among you? Is it not your passions that are at war in 
your members? You desire and do not have; so you 
kill.  And you covet and cannot obtain; so you fight 
and wage war. You do not have, because you do not 
ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, to spend it on your passions. Unfaithful 
creatures! Do you not know that friendship with the 
world is enmity with God? Therefore whoever wishes 
to be a friend of  the world makes himself  an enemy 
of  God. Or do you suppose it is in vain that the 
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scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit 
which he has made to dwell in us”? But he gives more 
grace; therefore it says, “God opposes the proud, but 
gives grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves 
therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from
you. Draw near to God and he will draw near to you. 
Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your 
hearts, you men of  double mind. Be wretched and 
mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to 
mourning and your joy to dejection. Humble 
yourselves before the Lord and he will exalt you. Do 
not speak evil against one another, brethren. He that 
speaks evil against a brother or judges his brother, 
speaks evil against the law and judges the law. But if  
you judge the law, you are not a doer of  the law but a 
judge. There is one lawgiver and judge, he who is able 
to save and to destroy. But who are you that you judge 
your neighbor?
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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