
YEAR 1, PROPER 17, SATURDAY: MORNING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
Re'hobo'am went to Shechem, for all Israel had come 
to Shechem to make him king. And when Jerobo'am 
the son of  Ne'bat heard of  it (for he was still in Egypt,
whither he had fled from King Solomon), then 
Jerobo'am returned from Egypt. And they sent and 
called him; and Jerobo'am and all the assembly of  
Israel came and said to Re'hobo'am, “Your father 
made our yoke heavy. Now therefore lighten the hard 
service of  your father and his heavy yoke upon us, and
we will serve you.” He said to them, “Depart for three 
days, then come again to me.” So the people went 
away. Then King Re'hobo'am took counsel with the 
old men, who had stood before Solomon his father 
while he was yet alive, saying, “How do you advise me 
to answer this people?” And they said to him, “If  you 
will be a servant to this people today and serve them, 
and speak good words to them when you answer 
them, then they will be your servants for ever.” But he 
forsook the counsel which the old men gave him, and 
took counsel with the young men who had grown up 
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with him and stood before him. And he said to them, 
“What do you advise that we answer this people who 
have said to me, ‘Lighten the yoke that your father put 
upon us’?” And the young men who had grown up 
with him said to him, “Thus shall you speak to this 
people who said to you, ‘Your father made our yoke 
heavy, but do you lighten it for us’; thus shall you say 
to them, ‘My little finger is thicker than my father’s 
loins. And now, whereas my father laid upon you a 
heavy yoke, I will add to your yoke. My father 
chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you with 
scorpions.’ ” So Jerobo'am and all the people came to 
Re'hobo'am the third day, as the king said, “Come to 
me again the third day.” And the king answered the 
people harshly, and forsaking the counsel which the 
old men had given him, he spoke to them according to
the counsel of  the young men, saying, “My father 
made your yoke heavy, but I will add to your yoke; my 
father chastised you with whips, but I will chastise you 
with scorpions.” So the king did not hearken to the 
people; for it was a turn of  affairs brought about by 
the LORD that he might fulfil his word, which the 
LORD spoke by Ahi'jah the Shi'lonite to Jerobo'am the 
son of  Ne'bat. And when all Israel saw that the king 
did not hearken to them, the people answered the 
king, “What portion have we in David? We have no 
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inheritance in the son of  Jesse. To your tents, O Israel!
Look now to your own house, David.” So Israel 
departed to their tents. But Rehobo'am reigned over 
the people of  Israel who dwelt in the cities of  Judah. 
Then King Re'hobo'am sent Ador'am, who was 
taskmaster over the forced labor, and all Israel stoned 
him to death with stones. And King Re'hobo'am made
haste to mount his chariot, to flee to Jerusalem. So 
Israel has been in rebellion against the house of  David
to this day. And when all Israel heard that Jerobo'am 
had returned, they sent and called him to the assembly
and made him king over all Israel. There was none that
followed the house of  David, but the tribe of  Judah 
only.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Letter of  James
Be patient, therefore, brethren, until the coming of  the
Lord. Behold, the farmer waits for the precious fruit 
of  the earth, being patient over it until it receives the 
early and the late rain. You also be patient. Establish 
your hearts, for the coming of  the Lord is at hand. Do
not grumble, brethren, against one another, that you 
may not be judged; behold, the Judge is standing at the
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doors. As an example of  suffering and patience, 
brethren, take the prophets who spoke in the name of  
the Lord. Behold, we call those happy who were 
steadfast. You have heard of  the steadfastness of  Job, 
and you have seen the purpose of  the Lord, how the 
Lord is compassionate and merciful. But above all, my 
brethren, do not swear, either by heaven or by earth or
with any other oath, but let your yes be yes and your 
no be no, that you may not fall under condemnation. 
Is any one among you suffering? Let him pray. Is any 
cheerful? Let him sing praise. Is any among you sick? 
Let him call for the elders of  the church, and let them 
pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of  
the Lord; and the prayer of  faith will save the sick 
man, and the Lord will raise him up; and if  he has 
committed sins, he will be forgiven. Therefore confess
your sins to one another, and pray for one another, 
that you may be healed. The prayer of  a righteous man
has great power in its effects. Eli'jah was a man of  like 
nature with ourselves and he prayed fervently that it 
might not rain, and for three years and six months it 
did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again and 
the heaven gave rain, and the earth brought forth its 
fruit. My brethren, if  any one among you wanders 
from the truth and some one brings him back, let him 
know that whoever brings back a sinner from the error
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of  his way will save his soul from death and will cover 
a multitude of  sins.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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