
YEAR 1, PROPER 18, WEDNESDAY: 
EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
And Job again took up his discourse, and said: “But 
now they make sport of  me, men who are younger 
than I, whose fathers I would have disdained to set 
with the dogs of  my flock. What could I gain from the
strength of  their hands, men whose vigor is gone? 
And now my soul is poured out within me; days of  
affliction have taken hold of  me. The night racks my 
bones, and the pain that gnaws me takes no rest. With 
violence it seizes my garment; it binds me about like 
the collar of  my tunic. God has cast me into the mire, 
and I have become like dust and ashes. I cry to thee 
and thou dost not answer me; I stand, and thou dost 
not heed me. Thou hast turned cruel to me; with the 
might of  thy hand thou dost persecute me. Thou 
liftest me up on the wind, thou makest me ride on it, 
and thou tossest me about in the roar of  the storm. 
Yea, I know that thou wilt bring me to death, and to 
the house appointed for all living. Yet does not one in 
a heap of  ruins stretch out his hand, and in his disaster
cry for help? Did not I weep for him whose day was 
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hard? Was not my soul grieved for the poor? But when
I looked for good, evil came; and when I waited for 
light, darkness came. My heart is in turmoil, and is 
never still; days of  affliction come to meet me. I go 
about blackened, but not by the sun; I stand up in the 
assembly, and cry for help. I am a brother of  jackals, 
and a companion of  ostriches. My skin turns black 
and falls from me, and my bones burn with heat. My 
lyre is turned to mourning, and my pipe to the voice 
of  those who weep.”
The Reader concludes: The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of  Judea in 
the days of  Herod the king, behold, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who 
has been born king of  the Jews? For we have seen his 
star in the East, and have come to worship him.” 
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and 
all Jerusalem with him; and assembling all the chief  
priests and scribes of  the people, he inquired of  them 
where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In 
Bethlehem of  Judea; for so it is written by the 
prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of  Judah,
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are by no means least among the rulers of  Judah; for 
from you shall come a ruler who will govern my 
people Israel.’ ” Then Herod summoned the wise men
secretly and ascertained from them what time the star 
appeared; and he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go
and search diligently for the child, and when you have 
found him bring me word, that I too may come and 
worship him.” When they had heard the king they 
went their way; and lo, the star which they had seen in 
the East went before them, till it came to rest over the 
place where the child was. When they saw the star, 
they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy; and going into
the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, 
and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening 
their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. And being warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they departed to their own 
country by another way.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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