
YEAR 1, PROPER 18, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Ba'al BAY-uhl
Ki'shon KIGH-shahn

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
So Ahab sent to all the people of  Israel, and gathered 
the prophets together at Mount Carmel. And Eli'jah 
came near to all the people, and said, “How long will 
you go limping with two different opinions? If  the 
LORD is God, follow him; but if  Ba'al, then follow 
him.” And the people did not answer him a word. 
Then Eli'jah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left 
a prophet of  the LORD; but Ba'al’s prophets are four 
hundred and fifty men. Let two bulls be given to us; 
and let them choose one bull for themselves, and cut it
in pieces and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it; 
and I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the 
wood, and put no fire to it. And you call on the name 
of  your god and I will call on the name of  the LORD; 
and the God who answers by fire, he is God.” And all 
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the people answered, “It is well spoken.” Then Eli'jah 
said to the prophets of  Ba'al, “Choose for yourselves 
one bull and prepare it first, for you are many; and call 
on the name of  your god, but put no fire to it.” And 
they took the bull which was given them, and they 
prepared it, and called on the name of  Ba'al from 
morning until noon, saying, “O Ba'al, answer us!” But 
there was no voice, and no one answered. And they 
limped about the altar which they had made. And at 
noon Eli'jah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud, for he 
is a god; either he is musing, or he has gone aside, or 
he is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be 
awakened.” And they cried aloud, and cut themselves 
after their custom with swords and lances, until the 
blood gushed out upon them. And as midday passed, 
they raved on until the time of  the offering of  the 
oblation, but there was no voice; no one answered, no 
one heeded. Then Eli'jah said to all the people, “Come
near to me”; and all the people came near to him. And
he repaired the altar of  the LORD that had been 
thrown down; Eli'jah took twelve stones, according to 
the number of  the tribes of  the sons of  Jacob, to 
whom the word of  the LORD came, saying, “Israel 
shall be your name”; and with the stones he built an 
altar in the name of  the LORD. And he made a trench 
about the altar, as great as would contain two measures
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of  seed. And he put the wood in order, and cut the 
bull in pieces and laid it on the wood. And he said, 
“Fill four jars with water, and pour it on the burnt 
offering, and on the wood.” And he said, “Do it a 
second time”; and they did it a second time. And he 
said, “Do it a third time”; and they did it a third time. 
And the water ran round about the altar, and filled the 
trench also with water. And at the time of  the offering
of  the oblation, Eli'jah the prophet came near and 
said, “O LORD, God of  Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let
it be known this day that thou art God in Israel, and 
that I am thy servant, and that I have done all these 
things at thy word. Answer me, O LORD, answer me, 
that this people may know that thou, O LORD, art 
God, and that thou hast turned their hearts back.” 
Then the fire of  the LORD fell, and consumed the 
burnt offering, and the wood, and the stones, and the 
dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench. 
And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces;
and they said, “The LORD, he is God; the LORD, he is 
God.” And Eli'jah said to them, “Seize the prophets 
of  Ba'al; let not one of  them escape.” And they seized 
them; and Eli'jah brought them down to the brook 
Ki'shon, and killed them there.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Letter of  Paul to the Philippians
Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the 
same things to you is not irksome to me, and is safe 
for you. Look out for the dogs, look out for the evil-
workers, look out for those who mutilate the flesh. For
we are the true circumcision, who worship God in 
spirit, and glory in Christ Jesus, and put no confidence 
in the flesh. Though I myself  have reason for 
confidence in the flesh also. If  any other man thinks 
he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, of  the people of  Israel, 
of  the tribe of  Benjamin, a Hebrew born of  Hebrews;
as to the law a Pharisee, as to zeal a persecutor of  the 
church, as to righteousness under the law blameless. 
But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake 
of  Christ. Indeed I count everything as loss because 
of  the surpassing worth of  knowing Christ Jesus my 
Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of  all 
things, and count them as refuse, in order that I may 
gain Christ and be found in him, not having a 
righteousness of  my own, based on law, but that which
is through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 
that depends on faith; that I may know him and the 
power of  his resurrection, and may share his 
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sufferings, becoming like him in his death, that if  
possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
Not that I have already obtained this or am already 
perfect; but I press on to make it my own, because 
Christ Jesus has made me his own. Brethren, I do not 
consider that I have made it my own; but one thing I 
do, forgetting what lies behind and straining forward 
to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the 
prize of  the upward call of  God in Christ Jesus. Let 
those of  us who are mature be thus minded; and if  in 
anything you are otherwise minded, God will reveal 
that also to you. Only let us hold true to what we have 
attained.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

YEAR 1, PROPER 18, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

1 KINGS 18:20-40; PHILIPPIANS 3:1-16


