
YEAR 1, PROPER 18, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
Then the LORD answered Job out of  the whirlwind: 
“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without 
knowledge? Gird up your loins like a man, I will 
question you, and you shall declare to me. Where were
you when I laid the foundation of  the earth? Tell me, 
if  you have understanding. Who determined its 
measurements—surely you know! Or who stretched 
the line upon it? On what were its bases sunk, or who 
laid its cornerstone, when the morning stars sang 
together, and all the sons of  God shouted for joy? Or 
who shut in the sea with doors, when it burst forth 
from the womb; when I made clouds its garment, and 
thick darkness its swaddling band, and prescribed 
bounds for it, and set bars and doors, and said, ‘Thus 
far shall you come, and no farther, and here shall your 
proud waves be stayed’? Have you commanded the 
morning since your days began, and caused the dawn 
to know its place, that it might take hold of  the skirts 
of  the earth, and the wicked be shaken out of  it? It is 
changed like clay under the seal, and it is dyed like a 
garment. From the wicked their light is withheld, and 
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their uplifted arm is broken. Have you entered into the
springs of  the sea, or walked in the recesses of  the 
deep? Have the gates of  death been revealed to you, 
or have you seen the gates of  deep darkness?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, 
to be baptized by him. John would have prevented 
him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you
come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so 
now; for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all 
righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus 
was baptized, he went up immediately from the water, 
and behold, the heavens were opened and he saw the 
Spirit of  God descending like a dove, and alighting on 
him; and lo, a voice from heaven, saying, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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