
YEAR 1, PROPER 19, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Haz'ael HAY-zay-el
Sha'phat SHAY-fat
A'bel-meho'lah ay-buhl-mi-HO-lah

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the First Book of  the Kings
And Eli'jah arose, and ate and drank, and went in the 
strength of  that food forty days and forty nights to 
Horeb the mount of  God. And there he came to a 
cave, and lodged there; and behold, the word of  the 
LORD came to him, and he said to him, “What are you
doing here, Eli'jah?” He said, “I have been very jealous
for the LORD, the God of  hosts; for the people of  
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thy 
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword; and I, 
even I only, am left; and they seek my life, to take it 
away.” And he said, “Go forth, and stand upon the 
mount before the LORD.” And behold, the LORD 
passed by, and a great and strong wind rent the 
mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks before the 
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LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; and after the
wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the 
earthquake; and after the earthquake a fire, but the 
LORD was not in the fire; and after the fire a still small 
voice. And when Eli'jah heard it, he wrapped his face 
in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance 
of  the cave. And behold, there came a voice to him, 
and said, “What are you doing here, Eli'jah?” He said, 
“I have been very jealous for the LORD, the God of  
hosts; for the people of  Israel have forsaken thy 
covenant, thrown down thy altars, and slain thy 
prophets with the sword; and I, even I only, am left; 
and they seek my life, to take it away.” And the LORD 
said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness
of  Damascus; and when you arrive, you shall anoint 
Haz'ael to be king over Syria; and Jehu the son of  
Nimshi you shall anoint to be king over Israel; and 
Eli'sha the son of  Sha'phat of  A'bel-meho'lah you 
shall anoint to be prophet in your place. And him who
escapes from the sword of  Haz'ael shall Jehu slay; and 
him who escapes from the sword of  Jehu shall Eli'sha 
slay. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the 
knees that have not bowed to Ba'al, and every mouth 
that has not kissed him.” So he departed from there, 
and found Eli'sha the son of  Sha'phat, who was 
plowing, with twelve yoke of  oxen before him, and he 
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was with the twelfth. Eli'jah passed by him and cast his
mantle upon him. And he left the oxen, and ran after 
Eli'jah, and said, “Let me kiss my father and my 
mother, and then I will follow you.” And he said to 
him, “Go back again; for what have I done to you?” 
And he returned from following him, and took the 
yoke of  oxen, and slew them, and boiled their flesh 
with the yokes of  the oxen, and gave it to the people, 
and they ate. Then he arose and went after Eli'jah, and 
ministered to him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
But a Pharisee in the council named Gama'li-el, a 
teacher of  the law, held in honor by all the people, 
stood up and ordered the apostles to be put outside 
for a while. And he said to them, “Men of  Israel, take 
care what you do with these men. For before these 
days Theu'das arose, giving himself  out to be 
somebody, and a number of  men, about four hundred,
joined him; but he was slain and all who followed him 
were dispersed and came to nothing. After him Judas 
the Galilean arose in the days of  the census and drew 
away some of  the people after him; he also perished, 
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and all who followed him were scattered. So in the 
present case I tell you, keep away from these men and 
let them alone; for if  this plan or this undertaking is 
of  men, it will fail; but if  it is of  God, you will not be 
able to overthrow them. You might even be found 
opposing God!” So they took his advice, and when 
they had called in the apostles, they beat them and 
charged them not to speak in the name of  Jesus, and 
let them go. Then they left the presence of  the 
council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to 
suffer dishonor for the name. And every day in the 
temple and at home they did not cease teaching and 
preaching Jesus as the Christ.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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