
YEAR 1, PROPER 19, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Job
And the LORD said to Job: “Shall a faultfinder contend
with the Almighty? He who argues with God, let him 
answer it.” Then Job answered the LORD: “Behold, I 
am of  small account; what shall I answer thee? I lay 
my hand on my mouth. I have spoken once, and I will 
not answer; twice, but I will proceed no further.” Then
the LORD answered Job out of  the whirlwind: “Gird 
up your loins like a man; I will question you, and you 
declare to me. Will you even put me in the wrong? Will
you condemn me that you may be justified? Have you 
an arm like God, and can you thunder with a voice like
his? Deck yourself  with majesty and dignity; clothe 
yourself  with glory and splendor. Pour forth the 
overflowings of  your anger, and look on every one 
that is proud, and abase him. Look on every one that 
is proud, and bring him low; and tread down the 
wicked where they stand. Hide them all in the dust 
together; bind their faces in the world below. Then will
I also acknowledge to you, that your own right hand 
can give you victory. Behold, Be'hemoth, which I 
made as I made you; he eats grass like an ox. Behold, 
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his strength in his loins, and his power in the muscles 
of  his belly. He makes his tail stiff  like a cedar; the 
sinews of  his thighs are knit together. His bones are 
tubes of  bronze, his limbs like bars of  iron. He is the 
first of  the works of  God; let him who made him 
bring near his sword! For the mountains yield food for
him where all the wild beasts play. Under the lotus 
plants he lies, in the covert of  the reeds and in the 
marsh. For his shade the lotus trees cover him; the 
willows of  the brook surround him. Behold, if  the 
river is turbulent he is not frightened; he is confident 
though Jordan rushes against his mouth. Can one take 
him with hooks, or pierce his nose with a snare?”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness
to be tempted by the devil. And he fasted forty days 
and forty nights, and afterward he was hungry. And 
the tempter came and said to him, “If  you are the Son 
of  God, command these stones to become loaves of  
bread.” But he answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not 
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of  God.’ ” Then the devil took him 
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to the holy city, and set him on the pinnacle of  the 
temple, and said to him, “If  you are the Son of  God, 
throw yourself  down; for it is written, ‘He will give his 
angels charge of  you,’ and ‘On their hands they will 
bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a 
stone.’ ” Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You 
shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ ” Again, the devil 
took him to a very high mountain, and showed him all 
the kingdoms of  the world and the glory of  them; and
he said to him, “All these I will give you, if  you will fall
down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, 
“Begone, Satan! for it is written, ‘You shall worship the
Lord your God and him only shall you serve.’ ” Then 
the devil left him, and behold, angels came and 
ministered to him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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