
YEAR 1, PROPER 20, SUNDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Geha'zi gi-HAY-zigh (“G” is hard)

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  the Kings
One day Eli'sha went on to Shu'nem, where a wealthy 
woman lived, who urged him to eat some food. So 
whenever he passed that way, he would turn in there to
eat food. And she said to her husband, “Behold now, I
perceive that this is a holy man of  God, who is 
continually passing our way. Let us make a small roof  
chamber with walls, and put there for him a bed, a 
table, a chair, and a lamp, so that whenever he comes 
to us, he can go in there.” One day he came there, and 
he turned into the chamber and rested there. And he 
said to Geha'zi his servant, “Call this Shu'nammite.” 
When he had called her, she stood before him. And he
said to him, “Say now to her, See, you have taken all 
this trouble for us; what is to be done for you? Would 
you have a word spoken on your behalf  to the king or 
to the commander of  the army?” She answered, “I 
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dwell among my own people.” And he said, “What 
then is to be done for her?” Geha'zi answered, “Well, 
she has no son, and her husband is old.” He said, “Call
her.” And when he had called her, she stood in the 
doorway. And he said, “At this season, when the time 
comes round, you shall embrace a son.” And she said, 
“No, my lord, O man of  God; do not lie to your 
maidservant.” But the woman conceived, and she bore
a son about that time the following spring, as Eli'sha 
had said to her. When the child had grown, he went 
out one day to his father among the reapers. And he 
said to his father, “Oh, my head, my head!” The father
said to his servant, “Carry him to his mother.” And 
when he had lifted him, and brought him to his 
mother, the child sat on her lap till noon, and then he 
died. And she went up and laid him on the bed of  the 
man of  God, and shut the door upon him, and went 
out. Then she called to her husband, and said, “Send 
me one of  the servants and one of  the asses, that I 
may quickly go to the man of  God, and come back 
again.” And he said, “Why will you go to him today? It
is neither new moon nor sabbath.” She said, “It will be
well.” Then she saddled the ass, and she said to her 
servant, “Urge the beast on; do not slacken the pace 
for me unless I tell you.” So she set out, and came to 
the man of  God at Mount Carmel. When the man of  
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God saw her coming, he said to Geha'zi his servant, 
“Look, yonder is the Shu'nammite; run at once to 
meet her, and say to her, Is it well with you? Is it well 
with your husband? Is it well with the child?” And she 
answered, “It is well.” And when she came to the 
mountain to the man of  God, she caught hold of  his 
feet. And Geha'zi came to thrust her away. But the 
man of  God said, “Let her alone, for she is in bitter 
distress; and the LORD has hidden it from me, and has
not told me.” Then she said, “Did I ask my lord for a 
son? Did I not say, Do not deceive me?” He said to 
Geha'zi, “Gird up your loins, and take my staff  in your
hand, and go. If  you meet any one, do not salute him; 
and if  any one salutes you, do not reply; and lay my 
staff  upon the face of  the child.” Then the mother of  
the child said, “As the LORD lives, and as you yourself  
live, I will not leave you.” So he arose and followed 
her. Geha'zi went on ahead and laid the staff  upon the
face of  the child, but there was no sound or sign of  
life. Therefore he returned to meet him, and told him, 
“The child has not awaked.” When Eli'sha came into 
the house, he saw the child lying dead on his bed. So 
he went in and shut the door upon the two of  them, 
and prayed to the LORD. Then he went up and lay 
upon the child, putting his mouth upon his mouth, his
eyes upon his eyes, and his hands upon his hands; and 
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as he stretched himself  upon him, the flesh of  the 
child became warm. Then he got up again, and walked
once to and fro in the house, and went up, and 
stretched himself  upon him; the child sneezed seven 
times, and the child opened his eyes. Then he 
summoned Geha'zi and said, “Call this Shu'nammite.” 
So he called her. And when she came to him, he said, 
“Take up your son.” She came and fell at his feet, 
bowing to the ground; then she took up her son and 
went out.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Acts of  the Apostles
Now there was a disciple at Damascus named 
Anani'as. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Anani'as.” 
And he said, “Here I am, Lord.” And the Lord said to 
him, “Rise and go to the street called Straight, and 
inquire in the house of  Judas for a man of  Tarsus 
named Saul; for behold, he is praying, and he has seen 
a man named Anani'as come in and lay his hands on 
him so that he might regain his sight.” But Anani'as 
answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this 
man, how much evil he has done to thy saints at 
Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief  
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priests to bind all who call upon thy name.” But the 
Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument 
of  mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and 
kings and the sons of  Israel; for I will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of  my name.” So 
Anani'as departed and entered the house. And laying 
his hands on him he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord 
Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you 
came, has sent me that you may regain your sight and 
be filled with the Holy Spirit.” And immediately 
something like scales fell from his eyes and he 
regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized, and
took food and was strengthened. For several days he 
was with the disciples at Damascus. And in the 
synagogues immediately he proclaimed Jesus, saying, 
“He is the Son of  God.” And all who heard him were 
amazed, and said, “Is not this the man who made 
havoc in Jerusalem of  those who called on this name? 
And he has come here for this purpose, to bring them 
bound before the chief  priests.” But Saul increased all 
the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who 
lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the 
Christ. When many days had passed, the Jews plotted 
to kill him, but their plot became known to Saul. They 
were watching the gates day and night, to kill him; but 
his disciples took him by night and let him down over 
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the wall, lowering him in a basket. And when he had 
come to Jerusalem he attempted to join the disciples; 
and they were all afraid of  him, for they did not 
believe that he was a disciple. But Barnabas took him, 
and brought him to the apostles, and declared to them 
how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to 
him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in 
the name of  Jesus. So he went in and out among them 
at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of  the 
Lord. And he spoke and disputed against the 
Hellenists; but they were seeking to kill him. And 
when the brethren knew it, they brought him down to 
Caesare'a, and sent him off  to Tarsus. So the church 
throughout all Judea and Galilee and Sama'ria had 
peace and was built up; and walking in the fear of  the 
Lord and in the comfort of  the Holy Spirit it was 
multiplied.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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