
YEAR 1, PROPER 20, SUNDAY: EVENING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Ahasu-e'rus uh-haz-yuu-EE-ruhs
Ha'man HAY-muhn
Hammeda'tha ham-i-DAY-thuh
Ni'san NIGH-san

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Esther
After these things King Ahasu-e'rus promoted Ha'man
the Ag'agite, the son of  Hammeda'tha, and advanced 
him and set his seat above all the princes who were 
with him. And all the king’s servants who were at the 
king’s gate bowed down and did obeisance to Haman; 
for the king had so commanded concerning him. But 
Mor'decai did not bow down or do obeisance. Then 
the king’s servants who were at the king’s gate said to 
Mor'decai, “Why do you transgress the king’s 
command?” And when they spoke to him day after 
day and he would not listen to them, they told 
Ha'man, in order to see whether Mor'decai’s words 
would avail; for he had told them that he was a Jew. 
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And when Ha'man saw that Mor'decai did not bow 
down or do obeisance to him, Ha'man was filled with 
fury. But he disdained to lay hands on Mor'decai alone.
So, as they had made known to him the people of  
Mor'decai, Ha'man sought to destroy all the Jews, the 
people of  Mor'decai, throughout the whole kingdom 
of  Ahasu-e'rus. In the first month, which is the month
of  Ni'san, in the twelfth year of  King Ahasu-e'rus, 
they cast Pur, that is the lot, before Ha'man day after 
day; and they cast it month after month till the twelfth 
month, which is the month of  Adar. Then Ha'man 
said to King Ahasu-e'rus, “There is a certain people 
scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in 
all the provinces of  your kingdom; their laws are 
different from those of  every other people, and they 
do not keep the king’s laws, so that it is not for the 
king’s profit to tolerate them. If  it please the king, let it
be decreed that they be destroyed, and I will pay ten 
thousand talents of  silver into the hands of  those who
have charge of  the king’s business, that they may put it
into the king’s treasuries.” So the king took his signet 
ring from his hand and gave it to Ha'man the Ag'agite, 
the son of  Hammeda'tha, the enemy of  the Jews. And 
the king said to Ha'man, “The money is given to you, 
the people also, to do with them as it seems good to 
you.” Then the king’s secretaries were summoned on 
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the thirteenth day of  the first month, and an edict, 
according to all that Ha'man commanded, was written 
to the king’s satraps and to the governors over all the 
provinces and to the princes of  all the peoples, to 
every province in its own script and every people in its
own language; it was written in the name of  King 
Ahasu-e'rus and sealed with the king’s ring. Letters 
were sent by couriers to all the king’s provinces, to 
destroy, to slay, and to annihilate all Jews, young and 
old, women and children, in one day, the thirteenth 
day of  the twelfth month, which is the month of  
A'dar, and to plunder their goods. A copy of  the 
document was to be issued as a decree in every 
province by proclamation to all the peoples to be 
ready for that day. The couriers went in haste by order 
of  the king, and the decree was issued in Susa the 
capital. And the king and Ha'man sat down to drink; 
but the city of  Su'sa was perplexed. When Mor'decai 
learned all that had been done, Mor'decai rent his 
clothes and put on sackcloth and ashes, and went out 
into the midst of  the city, wailing with a loud and 
bitter cry; he went up to the entrance of  the king’s 
gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate clothed 
with sackcloth. And in every province, wherever the 
king’s command and his decree came, there was great 
mourning among the Jews, with fasting and weeping 
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and lamenting, and most of  them lay in sackcloth and 
ashes.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke
John the Baptist said therefore to the multitudes that 
came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of  
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? Bear fruits that befit repentance, and do not 
begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
father’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is laid
to the root of  the trees; every tree therefore that does 
not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.” And the multitudes asked him, “What then shall 
we do?” And he answered them, “He who has two 
coats, let him share with him who has none; and he 
who has food, let him do likewise.” Tax collectors also 
came to be baptized, and said to him, “Teacher, what 
shall we do?” And he said to them, “Collect no more 
than is appointed you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And 
we, what shall we do?” And he said to them, “Rob no 
one by violence or by false accusation, and be content 
with your wages.” As the people were in expectation, 
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and all men questioned in their hearts concerning 
John, whether perhaps he were the Christ, John 
answered them all, “I baptize you with water; but he 
who is mightier than I is coming, the thong of  whose 
sandals I am not worthy to untie; he will baptize you 
with the Holy Spirit and with fire. His winnowing fork 
is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor, and to 
gather the wheat into his granary, but the chaff  he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other 
exhortations, he preached good news to the people.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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