
YEAR 1, PROPER 20, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  the Kings
Now the sons of  the prophets said to Eli'sha, “See, 
the place where we dwell under your charge is too 
small for us. Let us go to the Jordan and each of  us 
get there a log, and let us make a place for us to dwell 
there.” And he answered, “Go.” Then one of  them 
said, “Be pleased to go with your servants.” And he 
answered, “I will go.” So he went with them. And 
when they came to the Jordan, they cut down trees. 
But as one was felling a log, his axe head fell into the 
water; and he cried out, “Alas, my master! It was 
borrowed.” Then the man of  God said, “Where did it 
fall?” When he showed him the place, he cut off  a 
stick, and threw it in there, and made the iron float. 
And he said, “Take it up.” So he reached out his hand 
and took it. Once when the king of  Syria was warring 
against Israel, he took counsel with his servants, 
saying, “At such and such a place shall be my camp.” 
But the man of  God sent word to the king of  Israel, 
“Beware that you do not pass this place, for the 
Syrians are going down there.” And the king of  Israel 
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sent to the place of  which the man of  God told him. 
Thus he used to warn him, so that he saved himself  
there more than once or twice. And the mind of  the 
king of  Syria was greatly troubled because of  this 
thing; and he called his servants and said to them, 
“Will you not show me who of  us is for the king of  
Israel?” And one of  his servants said, “None, my lord,
O king; but Eli'sha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells 
the king of  Israel the words that you speak in your 
bedchamber.” And he said, “Go and see where he is, 
that I may send and seize him.” It was told him, 
“Behold, he is in Do'than.” So he sent there horses 
and chariots and a great army; and they came by night,
and surrounded the city. When the servant of  the man
of  God rose early in the morning and went out, 
behold, an army with horses and chariots was round 
about the city. And the servant said, “Alas, my master! 
What shall we do?” He said, “Fear not, for those who 
are with us are more than those who are with them.” 
Then Eli'sha prayed, and said, “O LORD, I pray thee, 
open his eyes that he may see.” So the LORD opened 
the eyes of  the young man, and he saw; and behold, 
the mountain was full of  horses and chariots of  fire 
round about Eli'sha. And when the Syrians came down
against him, Eli'sha prayed to the LORD, and said, 
“Strike this people, I pray thee, with blindness.” So he 
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struck them with blindness in accordance with the 
prayer of  Eli'sha. And Eli'sha said to them, “This is 
not the way, and this is not the city; follow me, and I 
will bring you to the man whom you seek.” And he led
them to Sama'ria. As soon as they entered Sama'ria, 
Eli'sha said, “O LORD, open the eyes of  these men, 
that they may see.” So the LORD opened their eyes, 
and they saw; and lo, they were in the midst of  
Sama'ria. When the king of  Israel saw them he said to 
Eli'sha, “My father, shall I slay them? Shall I slay 
them?” He answered, “You shall not slay them. Would 
you slay those whom you have taken captive with your 
sword and with your bow? Set bread and water before 
them, that they may eat and drink and go to their 
master.” So he prepared for them a great feast; and 
when they had eaten and drunk, he sent them away, 
and they went to their master. And the Syrians came 
no more on raids into the land of  Israel.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with 
immoral men; not at all meaning the immoral of  this 
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world, or the greedy and robbers, or idolaters, since 
then you would need to go out of  the world. But 
rather I wrote to you not to associate with any one 
who bears the name of  brother if  he is guilty of  
immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, drunkard,
or robber—not even to eat with such a one. For what 
have I to do with judging outsiders? Is it not those 
inside the church whom you are to judge? God judges 
those outside. “Drive out the wicked person from 
among you.” When one of  you has a grievance against
a brother, does he dare go to law before the 
unrighteous instead of  the saints? Do you not know 
that the saints will judge the world? And if  the world is
to be judged by you, are you incompetent to try trivial 
cases? Do you not know that we are to judge angels? 
How much more, matters pertaining to this life! If  
then you have such cases, why do you lay them before 
those who are least esteemed by the church? I say this 
to your shame. Can it be that there is no man among 
you wise enough to decide between members of  the 
brotherhood, but brother goes to law against brother, 
and that before unbelievers? To have lawsuits at all 
with one another is defeat for you. Why not rather 
suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? But you 

YEAR 1, PROPER 20, WEDNESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

2 KINGS 6:1–23; 1 CORINTHIANS 5:9–6:8



yourselves wrong and defraud, and that even your own
brethren.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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