
YEAR 1, PROPER 20, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

For use with the First Lesson
Adapted from The Vocabulary of  the Church (1960):

Je'hu JEE-hyuu
Nim'shi NIM-shigh
Ahazi'ah ay-huh-ZIGH-uh
Na'both NAY-both
Zim'ri ZIM-righ

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  the Kings
Now the watchman was standing on the tower in 
Jezreel, and he spied the company of  Je'hu as he came,
and said, “I see a company.” And Jo'ram said, “Take a 
horseman, and send to meet them, and let him say, ‘Is 
it peace?’ ” So a man on horseback went to meet him, 
and said, “Thus says the king, ‘Is it peace?’ ” And Je'hu
said, “What have you to do with peace? Turn round 
and ride behind me.” And the watchman reported, 
saying, “The messenger reached them, but he is not 
coming back.” Then he sent out a second horseman, 
who came to them, and said, “Thus the king has said, 
‘Is it peace?’ ” And Je'hu answered, “What have you to
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do with peace? Turn round and ride behind me.” 
Again the watchman reported, “He reached them, but 
he is not coming back. And the driving is like the 
driving of  Je'hu the son of  Nim'shi; for he drives 
furiously.” Jo'ram said, “Make ready.” And they made 
ready his chariot. Then Jo'ram king of  Israel and 
Ahazi'ah king of  Judah set out, each in his chariot, and
went to meet Je'hu, and met him at the property of  
Na'both the Jezreelite. And when Jo'ram saw Je'hu, he 
said, “Is it peace, Je'hu?” He answered, “What peace 
can there be, so long as the harlotries and the sorceries
of  your mother Jez'ebel are so many?” Then Jo'ram 
reined about and fled, saying to Ahazi'ah, “Treachery, 
O Ahazi'ah!” And Je'hu drew his bow with his full 
strength, and shot Jo'ram between the shoulders, so 
that the arrow pierced his heart, and he sank in his 
chariot. Je'hu said to Bidkar his aide, “Take him up, 
and cast him on the plot of  ground belonging to 
Na'both the Jezreelite; for remember, when you and I 
rode side by side behind Ahab his father, how the 
LORD uttered this oracle against him: ‘As surely as I 
saw yesterday the blood of  Na'both and the blood of  
his sons—says the LORD—I will requite you on this 
plot of  ground.’ Now therefore take him up and cast 
him on the plot of  ground, in accordance with the 
word of  the LORD.” When Ahazi'ah the king of  Judah 
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saw this, he fled in the direction of  Beth-hag'gan. And 
Je'hu pursued him, and said, “Shoot him also”; and 
they shot him in the chariot at the ascent of  Gur, 
which is by Ib'leam. And he fled to Megid'do, and died
there. His servants carried him in a chariot to 
Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb with his fathers 
in the city of  David. In the eleventh year of  Jo'ram the
son of  Ahab, Ahazi'ah began to reign over Judah. 
When Je'hu came to Jezreel, Jez'ebel heard of  it; and 
she painted her eyes, and adorned her head, and 
looked out of  the window. And as Je'hu entered the 
gate, she said, “Is it peace, you Zim'ri, murderer of  
your master?” And he lifted up his face to the window,
and said, “Who is on my side? Who?” Two or three 
eunuchs looked out at him. He said, “Throw her 
down.” So they threw her down; and some of  her 
blood spattered on the wall and on the horses, and 
they trampled on her. Then he went in and ate and 
drank; and he said, “See now to this cursed woman, 
and bury her; for she is a king’s daughter.” But when 
they went to bury her, they found no more of  her than
the skull and the feet and the palms of  her hands. 
When they came back and told him, he said, “This is 
the word of  the LORD, which he spoke by his servant 
Eli'jah the Tishbite, ‘In the territory of  Jezreel the 
dogs shall eat the flesh of  Jez'ebel; and the corpse of  
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Jez'ebel shall be as dung upon the face of  the field in 
the territory of  Jezreel, so that no one can say, This is 
Jez'ebel.’ ”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Now concerning the matters about which you wrote. 
It is well for a man not to touch a woman. But because
of  the temptation to immorality, each man should 
have his own wife and each woman her own husband. 
The husband should give to his wife her conjugal 
rights, and likewise the wife to her husband. For the 
wife does not rule over her own body, but the husband
does; likewise the husband does not rule over his own 
body, but the wife does. Do not refuse one another 
except perhaps by agreement for a season, that you 
may devote yourselves to prayer; but then come 
together again, lest Satan tempt you through lack of  
self-control. I say this by way of  concession, not of  
command. I wish that all were as I myself  am. But 
each has his own special gift from God, one of  one 
kind and one of  another. To the unmarried and the 
widows I say that it is well for them to remain single as
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I do. But if  they cannot exercise self-control, they 
should marry. For it is better to marry than to be 
aflame with passion.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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