
YEAR 1, PROPER 21, TUESDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

Second Book of  the Chronicles
Hezeki'ah began to reign when he was twenty-five 
years old, and he reigned twenty-nine years in 
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Abi'jah the 
daughter of  Zechari'ah. And he did what was right in 
the eyes of  the LORD, according to all that David his 
father had done. In the first year of  his reign, in the 
first month, he opened the doors of  the house of  the 
LORD, and repaired them. Hezeki'ah sent to all Israel 
and Judah, and wrote letters also to E'phraim and 
Manas'seh, that they should come to the house of  the 
LORD at Jerusalem, to keep the passover to the LORD 
the God of  Israel. So the couriers went from city to 
city through the country of  E'phraim and Manas'seh, 
and as far as Zeb'ulun; but they laughed them to 
scorn, and mocked them. Only a few men of  Asher, 
of  Manas'seh, and of  Zeb'ulun humbled themselves 
and came to Jerusalem. The hand of  God was also 
upon Judah to give them one heart to do what the 
king and the princes commanded by the word of  the 
LORD. And many people came together in Jerusalem 
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to keep the feast of  unleavened bread in the second 
month, a very great assembly. They set to work and 
removed the altars that were in Jerusalem, and all the 
altars for burning incense they took away and threw 
into the Kidron valley. And they killed the passover 
lamb on the fourteenth day of  the second month. And
the priests and the Levites were put to shame, so that 
they sanctified themselves, and brought burnt 
offerings into the house of  the LORD. They took their 
accustomed posts according to the law of  Moses the 
man of  God; the priests sprinkled the blood which 
they received from the hand of  the Levites. For there 
were many in the assembly who had not sanctified 
themselves; therefore the Levites had to kill the 
passover lamb for every one who was not clean, to 
make it holy to the LORD. For a multitude of  the 
people, many of  them from E'phraim, Manas'seh, 
Is'sachar, and Zeb'ulun, had not cleansed themselves, 
yet they ate the passover otherwise than as prescribed. 
For Hezeki'ah had prayed for them, saying, “The good
LORD pardon every one who sets his heart to seek 
God, the LORD the God of  his fathers, even though 
not according to the sanctuary’s rules of  cleanness.” 
And the LORD heard Hezeki'ah, and healed the 
people. And the people of  Israel that were present at 
Jerusalem kept the feast of  unleavened bread seven 
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days with great gladness; and the Levites and the 
priests praised the LORD day by day, singing with all 
their might to the LORD. And Hezeki'ah spoke 
encouragingly to all the Levites who showed good skill
in the service of  the LORD. So the people ate the food 
of  the festival for seven days, sacrificing peace 
offerings and giving thanks to the LORD the God of  
their fathers. Then the whole assembly agreed together
to keep the feast for another seven days; so they kept 
it for another seven days with gladness. For Hezeki'ah 
king of  Judah gave the assembly a thousand bulls and 
seven thousand sheep for offerings, and the princes 
gave the assembly a thousand bulls and ten thousand 
sheep. And the priests sanctified themselves in great 
numbers. The whole assembly of  Judah, and the 
priests and the Levites, and the whole assembly that 
came out of  Israel, and the sojourners who came out 
of  the land of  Israel, and the sojourners who dwelt in 
Judah, rejoiced. So there was great joy in Jerusalem, for
since the time of  Solomon the son of  David king of  
Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem. 
Then the priests and the Levites arose and blessed the 
people, and their voice was heard, and their prayer 
came to his holy habitation in heaven.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
I want you to be free from anxieties. The unmarried 
man is anxious about the affairs of  the Lord, how to 
please the Lord; but the married man is anxious about 
worldly affairs, how to please his wife, and his interests
are divided. And the unmarried woman or girl is 
anxious about the affairs of  the Lord, how to be holy 
in body and spirit; but the married woman is anxious 
about worldly affairs, how to please her husband. I say 
this for your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon
you, but to promote good order and to secure your 
undivided devotion to the Lord. If  any one thinks that
he is not behaving properly toward his betrothed, if  
his passions are strong, and it has to be, let him do as 
he wishes: let them marry—it is no sin. But whoever is
firmly established in his heart, being under no 
necessity but having his desire under control, and has 
determined this in his heart, to keep her as his 
betrothed, he will do well. So that he who marries his 
betrothed does well; and he who refrains from 
marriage will do better. A wife is bound to her 
husband as long as he lives. If  the husband dies, she is 
free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the 
Lord. But in my judgment she is happier if  she 
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remains as she is. And I think that I have the Spirit of  
God.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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