
YEAR 1, PROPER 21, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Second Book of  the Kings
In the fourth year of  King Hezeki'ah, which was the 
seventh year of  Hoshe'a son of  Elah, king of  Israel, 
Shalmane'ser king of  Assyria came up against Sama'ria
and besieged it and at the end of  three years he took 
it. In the sixth year of  Hezeki'ah, which was the ninth 
year of  Hoshe'a king of  Israel, Sama'ria was taken. 
The king of  Assyria carried the Israelites away to 
Assyria, and put them in Halah, and on the Habor, the
river of  Gozan, and in the cities of  the Medes, 
because they did not obey the voice of  the LORD their
God but transgressed his covenant, even all that 
Moses the servant of  the LORD commanded; they 
neither listened nor obeyed. In the fourteenth year of  
King Hezeki'ah Sennach'erib king of  Assyria came up 
against all the fortified cities of  Judah and took them. 
And Hezeki'ah king of  Judah sent to the king of  
Assyria at Lachish, saying, “I have done wrong; 
withdraw from me; whatever you impose on me I will 
bear.” And the king of  Assyria required of  Hezeki'ah 
king of  Judah three hundred talents of  silver and 
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thirty talents of  gold. And Hezeki'ah gave him all the 
silver that was found in the house of  the LORD, and in
the treasuries of  the king’s house. At that time 
Hezeki'ah stripped the gold from the doors of  the 
temple of  the Lord, and from the doorposts which 
Hezeki'ah king of  Judah had overlaid and gave it to 
the king of  Assyria. And the king of  Assyria sent the 
Tartan, the Rab'saris, and the Rab'shakeh with a great 
army from Lachish to King Hezeki'ah at Jerusalem. 
And they went up and came to Jerusalem. When they 
arrived, they came and stood by the conduit of  the 
upper pool, which is on the highway to the Fuller’s 
Field. And when they called for the king, there came 
out to them Eli'akim the son of  Hilki'ah, who was 
over the household, and Shebnah the secretary, and 
Jo'ah the son of  Asaph, the recorder. And the 
Rab'shakeh said to them, “Say to Hezeki'ah, ‘Thus says
the great king, the king of  Assyria: On what do you 
rest this confidence of  yours? Do you think that mere 
words are strategy and power for war? On whom do 
you now rely, that you have rebelled against me? 
Behold, you are relying now on Egypt, that broken 
reed of  a staff, which will pierce the hand of  any man 
who leans on it. Such is Pharaoh king of  Egypt to all 
who rely on him. But if  you say to me, “We rely on the
Lord our God,” is it not he whose high places and 
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altars Hezeki'ah has removed, saying to Judah and to 
Jerusalem, “You shall worship before this altar in 
Jerusalem”? Come now, make a wager with my master 
the king of  Assyria: I will give you two thousand 
horses, if  you are able on your part to set riders upon 
them. How then can you repulse a single captain 
among the least of  my master’s servants, when you 
rely on Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 
Moreover, is it without the LORD that I have come up 
against this place to destroy it? The LORD said to me, 
Go up against this land, and destroy it.’ ”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
Now concerning food offered to idols: we know that 
“all of  us possess knowledge.” “Knowledge” puffs up,
but love builds up. If  any one imagines that he knows 
something, he does not yet know as he ought to know.
But if  one loves God, one is known by him. Hence, as
to the eating of  food offered to idols, we know that 
“an idol has no real existence,” and that “there is no 
God but one.” For although there may be so-called 
gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many 
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“gods” and many “lords’—yet for us there is one God,
the Father, from whom are all things and for whom 
we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom 
are all things and through whom we exist. However, 
not all possess this knowledge. But some, through 
being hitherto accustomed to idols, eat food as really 
offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is 
defiled. Food will not commend us to God. We are no 
worse off  if  we do not eat, and no better off  if  we do.
Only take care lest this liberty of  yours somehow 
become a stumbling block to the weak. For if  any one 
sees you, a man of  knowledge, at table in an idol’s 
temple, might he not be encouraged, if  his conscience 
is weak, to eat food offered to idols? And so by your 
knowledge this weak man is destroyed, the brother for 
whom Christ died. Thus, sinning against your brethren
and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you 
sin against Christ. Therefore, if  food is a cause of  my 
brother’s falling, I will never eat meat, lest I cause my 
brother to fall.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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