
YEAR 1, PROPER 23, FRIDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus
All wisdom comes from the Lord and is with him for
ever. The sand of the sea, the drops of rain, and the 
days of eternity—who can count them? The height 
of heaven, the breadth of the earth, the abyss, and 
wisdom—who can search them out? Wisdom was 
created before all things, and prudent understanding 
from eternity. The root of wisdom—to whom has it 
been revealed? Her clever devices—who knows 
them? There is One who is wise, greatly to be 
feared, sitting upon his throne. The Lord himself 
created wisdom; he saw her and apportioned her, he 
poured her out upon all his works. She dwells with 
all flesh according to his gift, and he supplied her to 
those who love him.  The fear of the Lord is the 
crown of wisdom, making peace and perfect health 
to flourish.  He saw her and apportioned her; he 
rained down knowledge and discerning 
comprehension, and he exalted the glory of those 
who held her fast.  To fear the Lord is the root of 
wisdom, and her branches are long life.  Unrighteous
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anger cannot be justified, for a man’s anger tips the 
scale to his ruin.  A patient man will endure until the 
right moment, and then joy will burst forth for him.  
He will hide his words until the right moment, and 
the lips of many will tell of his good sense.  In the 
treasuries of wisdom are wise sayings, but godliness 
is an abomination to a sinner.  If you desire wisdom, 
keep the commandments, and the Lord will supply it
for you.  For the fear of the Lord is wisdom and 
instruction, and he delights in fidelity and meekness.
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to 
Matthew
And when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve 
disciples, he went on from there to teach and preach 
in their cities. Now when John heard in prison about 
the deeds of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples 
and said to him, “Are you he who is to come, or 
shall we look for another?” And Jesus answered 
them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the 
blind receive their sight and the lame walk, lepers 
are cleansed and the deaf hear, and the dead are 
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raised up, and the poor have good news preached to 
them. And blessed is he who takes no offense at 
me.”
The Reader concludes The Word of the Lord.
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