
YEAR 1, PROPER 24, FRIDAY: MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Ezra
When the seventh month came, and the sons of  Israel 
were in the towns, the people gathered as one man to 
Jerusalem. Then arose Jeshua the son of  Jo'zadak, with
his fellow priests, and Zerub'babel the son of  She-al'ti-
el with his kinsmen, and they built the altar of  the 
God of  Israel, to offer burnt offerings upon it, as it is 
written in the law of  Moses the man of  God. They set
the altar in its place, for fear was upon them because 
of  the peoples of  the lands, and they offered burnt 
offerings upon it to the LORD, burnt offerings 
morning and evening. And they kept the feast of  
booths, as it is written, and offered the daily burnt 
offerings by number according to the ordinance, as 
each day required, and after that the continual burnt 
offerings, the offerings at the new moon and at all the 
appointed feasts of  the LORD, and the offerings of  
every one who made a freewill offering to the LORD. 
From the first day of  the seventh month they began to
offer burnt offerings to the LORD. But the foundation 
of  the temple of  the LORD was not yet laid. So they 
gave money to the masons and the carpenters, and 
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food, drink, and oil to the Sido'nians and the Tyrians 
to bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea, to 
Joppa, according to the grant which they had from 
Cyrus king of  Persia. Now in the second year of  their 
coming to the house of  God at Jerusalem, in the 
second month, Zerub'babel the son of  She-al'ti-el and 
Jeshua the son of  Jo'zadak made a beginning, together 
with the rest of  their brethren, the priests and the 
Levites and all who had come to Jerusalem from the 
captivity. They appointed the Levites, from twenty 
years old and upward, to have the oversight of  the 
work of  the house of  the LORD. And Jeshua with his 
sons and his kinsmen, and Kad'mi-el and his sons, the 
sons of  Judah, together took the oversight of  the 
workmen in the house of  God, along with the sons of
Hen'adad and the Levites, their sons and kinsmen. 
And when the builders laid the foundation of  the 
temple of  the LORD, the priests in their vestments 
came forward with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons 
of  Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD, according
to the directions of  David king of  Israel; and they 
sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the 
LORD, “For he is good, for his steadfast love endures 
for ever toward Israel.” And all the people shouted 
with a great shout, when they praised the LORD, 
because the foundation of  the house of  the LORD was
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laid. But many of  the priests and Levites and heads of  
fathers’ houses, old men who had seen the first house, 
wept with a loud voice when they saw the foundation 
of  this house being laid, though many shouted aloud 
for joy; so that the people could not distinguish the 
sound of  the joyful shout from the sound of  the 
people’s weeping, for the people shouted with a great 
shout, and the sound was heard afar.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the 

First Letter of  Paul to the Corinthians
When Timothy comes, see that you put him at ease 
among you, for he is doing the work of  the Lord, as I 
am. So let no one despise him. Speed him on his way 
in peace, that he may return to me; for I am expecting 
him with the brethren. As for our brother Apol'los, I 
strongly urged him to visit you with the other 
brethren, but it was not at all his will to come now. He 
will come when he has opportunity. Be watchful, stand
firm in your faith, be courageous, be strong. Let all 
that you do be done in love. Now, brethren, you know 
that the household of  Steph'anas were the first 
converts in Acha'ia, and they have devoted themselves 
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to the service of  the saints; I urge you to be subject to 
such men and to every fellow worker and laborer. I 
rejoice at the coming of  Steph'anas and Fortuna'tus 
and Acha'icus, because they have made up for your 
absence; for they refreshed my spirit as well as yours. 
Give recognition to such men. The churches of  Asia 
send greetings. Aq'uila and Prisca, together with the 
church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the 
Lord. All the brethren send greetings. Greet one 
another with a holy kiss. I, Paul, write this greeting 
with my own hand. If  any one has no love for the 
Lord, let him be accursed. Our Lord, come! The grace 
of  the Lord Jesus be with you. My love be with you all 
in Christ Jesus. Amen.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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