
YEAR 1, PROPER 26, WEDNESDAY: 
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Nehemiah
Now before this, Eli'ashib the priest, who was 
appointed over the chambers of  the house of  our 
God, and who was connected with Tobi'ah, prepared 
for Tobi'ah a large chamber where they had previously 
put the cereal offering, the frankincense, the vessels, 
and the tithes of  grain, wine, and oil, which were given
by commandment to the Levites, singers, and 
gatekeepers, and the contributions for the priests. 
While this was taking place I was not in Jerusalem, for 
in the thirty-second year of  Ar-ta-xerx'es king of  
Babylon I went to the king. And after some time I 
asked leave of  the king and came to Jerusalem, and I 
then discovered the evil that Eli'ashib had done for 
Tobi'ah, preparing for him a chamber in the courts of  
the house of  God. And I was very angry, and I threw 
all the household furniture of  Tobi'ah out of  the 
chamber. Then I gave orders and they cleansed the 
chambers; and I brought back thither the vessels of  
the house of  God, with the cereal offering and the 
frankincense. I also found out that the portions of  the 
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Levites had not been given to them; so that the Levites
and the singers, who did the work, had fled each to his
field. So I remonstrated with the officials and said, 
“Why is the house of  God forsaken?” And I gathered 
them together and set them in their stations. Then all 
Judah brought the tithe of  the grain, wine, and oil into
the storehouses. And I appointed as treasurers over 
the storehouses Shelemi'ah the priest, Zadok the 
scribe, and Pedai'ah of  the Levites, and as their 
assistant Hanan the son of  Zaccur, son of  Mattani'ah, 
for they were counted faithful; and their duty was to 
distribute to their brethren. Remember me, O my 
God, concerning this, and wipe not out my good 
deeds that I have done for the house of  my God and 
for his service. In those days I saw in Judah men 
treading wine presses on the sabbath, and bringing in 
heaps of  grain and loading them on asses; and also 
wine, grapes, figs, and all kinds of  burdens, which they
brought into Jerusalem on the sabbath day; and I 
warned them on the day when they sold food. Men of  
Tyre also, who lived in the city, brought in fish and all 
kinds of  wares and sold them on the sabbath to the 
people of  Judah, and in Jerusalem. Then I 
remonstrated with the nobles of  Judah and said to 
them, “What is this evil thing which you are doing, 
profaning the sabbath day? Did not your fathers act in 
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this way, and did not our God bring all this evil on us 
and on this city? Yet you bring more wrath upon Israel
by profaning the sabbath.” When it began to be dark 
at the gates of  Jerusalem before the sabbath, I 
commanded that the doors should be shut and gave 
orders that they should not be opened until after the 
sabbath. And I set some of  my servants over the gates,
that no burden might be brought in on the sabbath 
day. Then the merchants and sellers of  all kinds of  
wares lodged outside Jerusalem once or twice. But I 
warned them and said to them, “Why do you lodge 
before the wall? If  you do so again I will lay hands on 
you.” From that time on they did not come on the 
sabbath. And I commanded the Levites that they 
should purify themselves and come and guard the 
gates, to keep the sabbath day holy. Remember this 
also in my favor, O my God, and spare me according 
to the greatness of  thy steadfast love.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
And a great portent appeared in heaven, a woman 
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her feet, 
and on her head a crown of  twelve stars; she was with 
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child and she cried out in her pangs of  birth, in 
anguish for delivery. And another portent appeared in 
heaven; behold, a great red dragon, with seven heads 
and ten horns, and seven diadems upon his heads. His 
tail swept down a third of  the stars of  heaven, and 
cast them to the earth. And the dragon stood before 
the woman who was about to bear a child, that he 
might devour her child when she brought it forth; she 
brought forth a male child, one who is to rule all the 
nations with a rod of  iron, but her child was caught up
to God and to his throne, and the woman fled into the
wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, in 
which to be nourished for one thousand two hundred 
and sixty days. Now war arose in heaven, Michael and 
his angels fighting against the dragon; and the dragon 
and his angels fought, but they were defeated and 
there was no longer any place for them in heaven. And
the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient 
serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiver
of  the whole world–he was thrown down to the earth,
and his angels were thrown down with him. And I 
heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the 
salvation and the power and the kingdom of  our God 
and the authority of  his Christ have come, for the 
accuser of  our brethren has been thrown down, who 
accuses them day and night before our God. And they 
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have conquered him by the blood of  the Lamb and by 
the word of  their testimony, for they loved not their 
lives even unto death. Rejoice then, O heaven and you 
that dwell therein! But woe to you, O earth and sea, 
for the devil has come down to you in great wrath, 
because he knows that his time is short!”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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