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The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus
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Let us now praise famous men, and our fathers in their
generations. The Lord apportioned to them great 
glory, his majesty from the beginning. There were 
those who ruled in their kingdoms, and were men 
renowned for their power, giving counsel by their 
understanding, and proclaiming prophecies; leaders of
the people in their deliberations and in understanding 
of  learning for the people, wise in their words of  
instruction; those who composed musical tunes, and 
set forth verses in writing; rich men furnished with 
resources, living peaceably in their habitations—all 
these were honored in their generations, and were the 
glory of  their times. There are some of  them who 
have left a name, so that men declare their praise. And 
there are some who have no memorial, who have 
perished as though they had not lived; they have 
become as though they had not been born, and so 
have their children after them. But these were men of  
mercy, whose righteous deeds have not been 
forgotten; their prosperity will remain with their 
descendants, and their inheritance to their children’s 
children. Their descendants stand by the covenants; 
their children also, for their sake. Their posterity will 
continue for ever, and their glory will not be blotted 
out. Their bodies were buried in peace, and their name
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lives to all generations. Peoples will declare their 
wisdom, and the congregation proclaims their praise.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
At that time Herod the tetrarch heard about the fame 
of  Jesus; and he said to his servants, “This is John the 
Baptist, he has been raised from the dead; that is why 
these powers are at work in him.” For Herod had 
seized John and bound him and put him in prison, for 
the sake of  Hero'di-as, his brother Philip’s wife; 
because John said to him, “It is not lawful for you to 
have her.” And though he wanted to put him to death, 
he feared the people, because they held him to be a 
prophet. But when Herod’s birthday came, the 
daughter of  Hero'di-as danced before the company, 
and pleased Herod, so that he promised with an oath 
to give her whatever she might ask. Prompted by her 
mother, she said, “Give me the head of  John the 
Baptist here on a platter.” And the king was sorry; but 
because of  his oaths and his guests he commanded it 
to be given; he sent and had John beheaded in the 
prison, and his head was brought on a platter and 
given to the girl, and she brought it to her mother. 
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And his disciples came and took the body and buried 
it; and they went and told Jesus.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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