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YEAR 1, PROPER 26, SUNDAY: 
EVENSONG & BENEDICTION 
 
 
The First Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from Ecclesiasticus  
Have mercy upon us, O Lord, the God of all, and look 
upon us, and cause the fear of thee to fall upon all the 
nations. Lift up thy hand against foreign nations and 
let them see thy might. As in us thou hast been 
sanctified before them, so in them be thou magnified 
before us; and let them know thee, as we have known 
that there is not God but thee, O Lord. Show signs 
anew, and work further wonders; make thy hand and 
thy right arm glorious. Rouse thy anger and pour out 
thy wrath; destroy the adversary and wipe out the 
enemy. Hasten the day, and remember the appointed 
time, and let people recount thy mighty deeds. Let him 
who survives be consumed in the fiery wrath, and may 
those who harm thy people meet destruction. Crush 
the heads of the rulers of the enemy, who say, “There 
is no one but ourselves.” Gather all the tribes of 
Jacob, and give them their inheritance, as at the 
beginning. Have mercy, O Lord, upon the people 
called by thy name, upon Israel, whom thou hast 
likened to a first-born son. Have pity on the city of thy 
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sanctuary, Jerusalem, the place of thy rest. Fill Zion 
with the celebration of thy wondrous deeds, and thy 
temple with thy glory. Bear witness to those whom 
thou didst create in the beginning, and fulfil the 
prophecies spoken in thy name. Reward those who 
wait for thee, and let thy prophets be found 
trustworthy. Hearken, O Lord, to the prayer of thy 
servants, according to the blessing of Aaron for thy 
people, and all who are on the earth will know that 
thou art the Lord, the God of the ages. 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
The Second Lesson. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel According to Luke 
And Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, 
do not be anxious about your life, what you shall eat, 
nor about your body, what you shall put on. For life is 
more than food, and the body more than clothing. 
Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they 
have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds 
them. Of how much more value are you than the 
birds! And which of you by being anxious can add a 
cubit to his span of life? If then you are not able to do 
as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the 
rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow; they neither 
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toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. But if God so 
clothes the grass which is alive in the field today and 
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more 
will he clothe you, O men of little faith! And do not 
seek what you are to eat and what you are to drink, 
nor be of anxious mind. For all the nations of the 
world seek these things; and your Father knows that 
you need them. Instead, seek his kingdom, and these 
things shall be yours as well. Fear not, little flock, for it 
is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.” 
The Reader concludes  The Word of the Lord. 
 
 
At Eucharistic Benediction. The Reader begins 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke 
Jesus said therefore, “What is the kingdom of God 
like? And to what shall I compare it? It is like a grain 
of mustard seed which a man took and sowed in his 
garden; and it grew and became a tree, and the birds of 
the air made nests in its branches.” And again he said, 
“To what shall I compare the kingdom of God? It is  
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like leaven which a woman took and hid in three 
measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” 
 
No concluding versicle is added after the reading at Benediction. 


