
YEAR 1, PROPER 27, WEDNESDAY:
MORNING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Nehemiah
When the seventh month had come, the children of  
Israel were in their towns. And all the people gathered 
as one man into the square before the Water Gate; and
they told Ezra the scribe to bring the book of  the law 
of  Moses which the LORD had given to Israel. And 
Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly, 
both men and women and all who could hear with 
understanding, on the first day of  the seventh month. 
And he read from it facing the square before the Water
Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence 
of  the men and the women and those who could 
understand; and the ears of  all the people were 
attentive to the book of  the law. And Ezra opened the 
book in the sight of  all the people, for he was above 
all the people; and when he opened it all the people 
stood. And Ezra blessed the LORD, the great God; and
all the people answered, “Amen, Amen,” lifting up 
their hands; and they bowed their heads and 
worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 
Also Jesh'ua, Bani, Sherebi'ah, Jamin, Akkub, 
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Shab'bethai, Hodi'ah, Ma-asei'ah, Keli'ta, Azari'ah, 
Jo'zabad, Hanan, Pelai'ah, the Levites, helped the 
people to understand the law, while the people 
remained in their places. And they read from the book,
from the law of  God, clearly; and they gave the sense, 
so that the people understood the reading. And 
Nehemi'ah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest
and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said 
to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD your 
God; do not mourn or weep.” For all the people wept 
when they heard the words of  the law. Then he said to
them, “Go your way, eat the fat and drink sweet wine 
and send portions to him for whom nothing is 
prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord; and do not 
be grieved, for the joy of  the LORD is your strength.” 
So the Levites stilled all the people, saying, “Be quiet, 
for this day is holy; do not be grieved.” And all the 
people went their way to eat and drink and to send 
portions and to make great rejoicing, because they had
understood the words that were declared to them.  On
the second day the heads of  fathers’ houses of  all the 
people, with the priests and the Levites, came together
to Ezra the scribe in order to study the words of  the 
law. And they found it written in the law that the 
LORD had commanded by Moses that the people of  
Israel should dwell in booths during the feast of  the 
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seventh month, and that they should publish and 
proclaim in all their towns and in Jerusalem, “Go out 
to the hills and bring branches of  olive, wild olive, 
myrtle, palm, and other leafy trees to make booths, as 
it is written.” So the people went out and brought 
them and made booths for themselves, each on his 
roof, and in their courts and in the courts of  the house
of  God, and in the square at the Water Gate and in the
square at the Gate of  E'phraim. And all the assembly 
of  those who had returned from the captivity made 
booths and dwelt in the booths; for from the days of  
Jeshua the son of  Nun to that day the people of  Israel
had not done so. And there was very great rejoicing. 
And day by day, from the first day to the last day, he 
read from the book of  the law of  God. They kept the 
feast seven days; and on the eighth day there was a 
solemn assembly, according to the ordinance.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Revelation to John
Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great 
millstone and threw it into the sea, saying, “So shall 
Babylon the great city be thrown down with violence, 
and shall be found no more; and the sound of  harpers
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and minstrels, of  flute players and trumpeters, shall be
heard in thee no more; and a craftsman of  any craft 
shall be found in thee no more; and the sound of  the 
millstone shall be heard in thee no more; and the light 
of  a lamp shall shine in thee no more; and the voice 
of  bridegroom and bride shall be heard in thee no 
more; for thy merchants were the great men of  the 
earth, and all nations were deceived by thy sorcery. 
And in her was found the blood of  prophets and of  
saints, and of  all who have been slain on earth.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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