
YEAR 1, PROPER 27, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Joel
Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare war, stir up 
the mighty men. Let all the men of  war draw near, let 
them come up. Beat your plowshares into swords, and 
your pruning hooks into spears; let the weak say, “I am
a warrior.” Hasten and come, all you nations round 
about, gather yourselves there. Bring down thy 
warriors, O LORD. Let the nations bestir themselves, 
and come up to the valley of  Jehosh'aphat; for there I 
will sit to judge all the nations round about. Put in the 
sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Go in, tread, for the wine
press is full. The vats overflow, for their wickedness is 
great. Multitudes, multitudes, in the valley of  decision! 
For the day of  the LORD is near in the valley of  
decision. The sun and the moon are darkened, and the
stars withdraw their shining. And the LORD roars from
Zion, and utters his voice from Jerusalem, and the 
heavens and the earth shake. But the LORD is a refuge 
to his people, a stronghold to the people of  Israel. “So
you shall know that I am the LORD your God, who 
dwell in Zion, my holy mountain. And Jerusalem shall 
be holy and strangers shall never again pass through it.

YEAR 1, PROPER 27, SATURDAY: EVENING PRAYER

JOEL 3:9–21*; MATTHEW 16:21–28



And in that day the mountains shall drip sweet wine, 
and the hills shall flow with milk, and all the stream 
beds of  Judah shall flow with water; and a fountain 
shall come forth from the house of  the LORD and 
water the valley of  Shittim. Egypt shall become a 
desolation and Edom a desolate wilderness, for the 
violence done to the people of  Judah, because they 
have shed innocent blood in their land. But Judah shall
be inhabited for ever, and Jerusalem to all generations. 
I will avenge their blood, and I will not clear the guilty,
for the LORD dwells in Zion.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that 
he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many things from 
the elders and chief  priests and scribes, and be killed, 
and on the third day be raised. And Peter took him 
and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid, Lord! 
This shall never happen to you.” But he turned and 
said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a 
hindrance to me; for you are not on the side of  God, 
but of  men.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “If  any 
man would come after me, let him deny himself  and 
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take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would 
save his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for 
my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man, if  he 
gains the whole world and forfeits his life? Or what 
shall a man give in return for his life? For the Son of  
man is to come with his angels in the glory of  his 
Father, and then he will repay every man for what he 
has done. Truly, I say to you, there are some standing 
here who will not taste death before they see the Son 
of  man coming in his kingdom.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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