
YEAR 1, PROPER 28, MONDAY: EVENING PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Habakkuk
I will take my stand to watch, and station myself  on 
the tower, and look forth to see what he will say to me,
and what I will answer concerning my complaint. And 
the LORD answered me: “Write the vision; make it 
plain upon tablets, so he may run who reads it. For still
the vision awaits its time; it hastens to the end—it will 
not lie. If  it seem slow, wait for it; it will surely come, it
will not delay. Behold, he whose soul is not upright in 
him shall fail, but the righteous shall live by his faith. 
Moreover, wine is treacherous; the arrogant man shall 
not abide. His greed is as wide as Sheol; like death he 
has never enough. He gathers for himself  all nations, 
and collects as his own all peoples.” Shall not all these 
take up their taunt against him, in scoffing derision of  
him, and say, “Woe to him who heaps up what is not 
his own—for how long?—and loads himself  with 
pledges!” Will not your debtors suddenly arise, and 
those awake who will make you tremble? Then you 
will be booty for them. Because you have plundered 
many nations, all the remnant of  the people shall 
plunder you, for the blood of  men and violence to the
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earth, to cities and all who dwell therein. Woe to him 
who gets evil gain for his house, to set his nest on 
high, to be safe from the reach of  harm! You have 
devised shame to your house by cutting off  many 
peoples; you have forfeited your life. For the stone will
cry out from the wall, and the beam from the 
woodwork respond. Woe to him who builds a town 
with blood, and founds a city on iniquity! Behold, is it 
not from the LORD of  hosts that peoples labor only 
for fire, and nations weary themselves for nought? For
the earth will be filled with the knowledge of  the glory
of  the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. Woe to him 
who makes his neighbors drink of  the cup of  his 
wrath, and makes them drunk, to gaze on their shame!
You will be sated with contempt instead of  glory. 
Drink, yourself, and stagger! The cup in the LORD’s 
right hand will come around to you, and shame will 
come upon your glory! The violence done to Lebanon 
will overwhelm you; the destruction of  the beasts will 
terrify you, for the blood of  men and violence to the 
earth, to cities and all who dwell therein. What profit is
an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal image, a 
teacher of  lies? For the workman trusts in his own 
creation when he makes dumb idols! Woe to him who 
says to a wooden thing, Awake; to a dumb stone, 
Arise! Can this give revelation? Behold, it is overlaid 
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with gold and silver, and there is no breath at all in it. 
But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the earth 
keep silence before him.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
After six days Jesus took with him Peter and James and
John his brother, and led them up a high mountain 
apart. And he was transfigured before them, and his 
face shone like the sun, and his garments became 
white as light. And behold, there appeared to them 
Moses and Eli'jah, talking with him. And Peter said to 
Jesus, “Lord, it is well that we are here; if  you wish, I 
will make three booths here, one for you and one for 
Moses and one for Eli'jah.” He was still speaking, 
when lo, a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a 
voice from the cloud said, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased; listen to him.” When 
the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces, and 
were filled with awe. But Jesus came and touched 
them, saying, “Rise, and have no fear.” And when they
lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but Jesus only. 
And as they were coming down the mountain, Jesus 
commanded them, “Tell no one the vision, until the 
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Son of  man is raised from the dead.” And the disciples
asked him, “Then why do the scribes say that first 
Eli'jah must come?” He replied, “Eli'jah does come, 
and he is to restore all things; but I tell you that Eli'jah 
has already come, and they did not know him, but did 
to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of  man 
will suffer at their hands.” Then the disciples 
understood that he was speaking to them of  John the 
Baptist.
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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