
YEAR 1, PROPER 28, THURSDAY: EVENING 
PRAYER

The First Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Book of  Malachi
The oracle of  the word of  the LORD to Israel by 
Malachi. “And now, O priests, this command is for 
you. If  you will not listen, if  you will not lay it to heart
to give glory to my name, says the LORD of  hosts, 
then I will send the curse upon you and I will curse 
your blessings; indeed I have already cursed them, 
because you do not lay it to heart. Behold, I will 
rebuke your offspring, and spread dung upon your 
faces, the dung of  your offerings, and I will put you 
out of  my presence. So shall you know that I have sent
this command to you, that my covenant with Levi may
hold, says the LORD of  hosts. My covenant with him 
was a covenant of  life and peace, and I gave them to 
him, that he might fear; and he feared me, he stood in 
awe of  my name. True instruction was in his mouth, 
and no wrong was found on his lips. He walked with 
me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many 
from iniquity. For the lips of  a priest should guard 
knowledge, and men should seek instruction from his 
mouth, for he is the messenger of  the LORD of  hosts. 
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But you have turned aside from the way; you have 
caused many to stumble by your instruction; you have 
corrupted the covenant of  Levi, says the LORD of  
hosts, and so I make you despised and abased before 
all the people, inasmuch as you have not kept my ways 
but have shown partiality in your instruction.” Have 
we not all one father? Has not one God created us? 
Why then are we faithless to one another, profaning 
the covenant of  our fathers? Judah has been faithless, 
and abomination has been committed in Israel and in 
Jerusalem; for Judah has profaned the sanctuary of  the
LORD, which he loves, and has married the daughter 
of  a foreign god. May the LORD cut off  from the 
tents of  Jacob, for the man who does this, any to 
witness or answer, or to bring an offering to the LORD
of  hosts! And this again you do. You cover the LORD’s
altar with tears, with weeping and groaning because he
no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor 
at your hand. You ask, “Why does he not?” Because 
the LORD was witness to the covenant between you 
and the wife of  your youth, to whom you have been 
faithless, though she is your companion and your wife 
by covenant. Has not the one God made and sustained
for us the spirit of  life? And what does he desire? 
Godly offspring. So take heed to yourselves, and let 
none be faithless to the wife of  his youth. “For I hate 
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divorce, says the LORD the God of  Israel, and 
covering one’s garment with violence, says the LORD 
of  hosts. So take heed to yourselves and do not be 
faithless.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.

The Second Lesson. The Reader begins
A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew
At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who 
is the greatest in the kingdom of  heaven?” And calling
to him a child, he put him in the midst of  them, and 
said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become 
like children, you will never enter the kingdom of  
heaven. Whoever humbles himself  like this child, he is
the greatest in the kingdom of  heaven. Whoever 
receives one such child in my name receives me; but 
whoever causes one of  these little ones who believe in 
me to sin, it would be better for him to have a great 
millstone fastened round his neck and to be drowned 
in the depth of  the sea. Woe to the world for 
temptations to sin! For it is necessary that temptations 
come, but woe to the man by whom the temptation 
comes! And if  your hand or your foot causes you to 
sin, cut it off  and throw it away; it is better for you to 
enter life maimed or lame than with two hands or two 
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feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if  your eye 
causes you to sin, pluck it out and throw it away; it is 
better for you to enter life with one eye than with two 
eyes to be thrown into the hell of  fire.”
The Reader concludes The Word of  the Lord.
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